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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


CONFERENCE OF ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS FAILS TO SERVE ISLAMIC NATIONS 
Cairo AL=DA'WAH in Arabic Jul 80 pp 8-9 


[Article by Jabir Rizq: "Islamic Affaire and the Game of Conferences; Syria, 
Libya and South Yemen Conspired Against the Afghan Fighters; Libya and 
Somalia Are Defaming Each Other.") 


[Text] The Conference of Islamic Foreign Ministers which was recently held 
in Islamabad, Pakistan, provided conclusive evidence of the bankruptcy of 
governments which rule by oppressing the people of the islamic nations. It 
also provided proof that many of these conferences which are held here and 
there under grandiose names and with artificial fanfare by the media, con- 
stitute no more than deception of the people, or international games which 
cover up more matters than they reveal. They tell you one thing, but act the 
opposite way. This leads one to believe that these conferences are the 
product of a diabolic mind which controls the strings of a show, and that 
participating governments are no more than "puppets" manipulated by the 
diabolic fingers. The purpose is to divert the attention of people from 
their miserable conditions, and turn them away from taking the road which 
they have to follow if they seriously want to get out of their misery. 


The foreign ministers conference was held only 4 months after the emergency 
conference which met following the Red Communist invasion of Moslem Afghanistan 
and adopted a number of resolutions and recommendations which were never 
executed. Here is what the secretary general of the Islamic Conference said 

in his speech to the foreign ministers conference: 


"Th -esolutions [of the emergency conference] were commensurate with the 
evert. taking place in this Islamic region. However, there has been no 
change in the situation in Afghanistan. This requires us to discuss this 
important matter further." 


For this reason, feelings of despair and defeat prevailed among all the 

faithful who were present as observers. Some of them said: "We do not 

need new resolutions. What we need is implementation of the resolutions 
which have already been taken." 











The picture became more @Tim when the conference prevented the leaders of 
the Afghan mujahidin from attending the conference as representatives of the 
struggling Afghan people who are suffering from the tragedy of the Red 
Communist invasion, 


There Was A Conspiracy 


It was reported that a conspiracy against the Afghan cause was set only a few 
days before the conference started. The leading figures in this conspiracy 
were the heads of the Syrian, Libyan, South Yemen and PLO delegations. It 

was said that a meeting was held between them and the Soviet ambassador to 
coordinate collective defense of the Soviet Union and deflate the Afghan 
question so that it would not be the primary concern of the conference, The 
representatives of these agent countries of the Soviet Union succeeded in their 
scheme, so that the Afghan problem was placed fourth on the agenda of the 
conference, after the problems of Palestine and Jerusalem, and even after 

the problem of Iran!! 


During the meetings of the conference's political committee, the representatives 
of Moscow's agent countries went even so far as to object to giving the 
president of the Islamic Union for the Liberation of Afghanistan, Mr ‘Abd 
al-Rasul al-Sayyaf, the right to speak in the name of the Afghan mujahidin 
for the purpose of explaining the tragedy which befell the struggling Afghan 
people. Instead, these representatives insisted that Mr al-Sayyaf could 

only speak from the platform of the Iranian delegation whose foreign minister 
was instrumental in allowing the leaders of the Afghan muijahidin to attend 
the conference. Mr Qutbzadeh requested that they be allowed to attend the 
conference as members of the Iranian delegation. The representatives of the 
Afghan mujahidin bitterly accepted this situation although they considered 
withdrawing from the conference, and wrote a memo to the president of the 
conference to this effect. However, they were advised not to miss the 
opportunity of explaining their position to the conferees during this session. 


The resolutions adopted by the conference with regard to the Afghan issue 
took the form desired by Moscow's agent countries. The conference did not 
address a single word of blame to the Soviet Union. It aiso did not adopt 
any effective resolution in favor of the Afghan Moslem people. The net 
result was that the conference “resolved to form a committee comprised of 
the president of the Islamic Conference, its secretary general, and a number 
of foreign ministers to discuss ways and means of finding a complete solution 
for the dangerous crisis in Afghanistan. Thie would include conducting 
necessary consultations and convening an international conference under the 
auspices of the United Nations or another international body, as long as 
this is consistent with the provisions of this resolution." 


This was all that was done by the conferees concerning the Afghan issue. 
Indeed, the PLO representative even stood up to call upon the conferees to 
safeguard the existing friendship between the Islamic countries and the 
Soviet Union. He said: "As we observe the American military maneuvers 
against Iran, we fear that in the heat of the policy of war followed by the 








American Administration and the artificial media campaign launched by American 
propaganda organs following the recent events in Afghanistan, some of us 

may become confused and see the enemy as a friend and vice versa, We want 

to maintain the existing friendship between the Islamic countries, the Soviet 
Union and the socialist regimes, and block imperialist attempts to weaken the 
Moslems and their issues by disturbing and undermining this friendship. We 
should take into consideration the Soviet assurance that its military presence 
in Afghanistan is temporary." 


Unmasking One Another 


The voice of the Soviet agent countries was the loudest in the halls of 
conference, The representatives of these countries were knights in armor 
attacking the countries which revolve in the American orbit. The Somali 
foreign minister stood up to describe the situation of the Soviet presence 
in the African Horn. He told the conferees that such a presence constitutes 
a great threat to the peace and security of Somalia, especially since the 
Soviets have massed about 60,000 paratroopers in the area adjacent to his 
country. These include soldiers from Cuba and Ethiopia, trained by experts 
from the Soviet Union and East Germany, which launch continuous attacks on 
the villages and cities of Somalia. 


As the Somali foreign minister was speaking, he was interrupted by the Libyan 
foreign minister to defend the Soviet Union, saying: "The Somali delegation 
should explain to us whether there is an aggression on the Republic of Somalia, 
and who the aggressor is. It is necessary to dot the i's and cross the t's. 
The Somali regime was a Marxist-Leninist regime, and then became Western- 
American. It is possible that it will change tomorrow to become a Zionist 
regime. When the Somali regime was Marxist-Leninist, Moslem ulema were killed 
and burned in the squares. Today, the Somali representative claims that there 
is an aggression against his country. Who is the aggressor? There is no 
aggression against Somalia. The aggression is that of Somalia against the 

Arab Islamic nation. When Siad Barre became an imperialist, he gave privileges 
to America." 


In answer to these accusations, the Somali foreign minister stood up and said: 
"I do not intend to dwell on this problem. However, I would like to say that 
the Libyan representative did not say anything meaningful concerning my country. 
Everyone knows if it was Libya or Somalia that gave bases to the foreigner 

in the past, and which of the two countries wears a different mask each day." 


It really hurts to see the representatives of 42 supposedly Islamic nations 
divided into followers of the East or followers of the West or followers of 
those who followthe East or the West. They all speak the language of the 

great power they are affiliated with, even at the expease of Islamic issues. 


They Use Conferences as a Coverup 
Several agent governments use conferences such as this one as a smokescreen 


to hide their ugly faces as the Syrian Government led by Hafiz al-Asad did. 
This Nusayri [member of a Syrian shiite sect] Ba'thist, who wears the mask 








of steadfastness in the tace of the Zionist enemy, torgets that he delivered 
the Golan Heights to the Israelis during the 1967 defeat, and that he is 
staging slaughters of the militant Syrian youth in most of the Syrian cities, 


The assistant Syrian foreign minister, Nasir al-Qadduri, stood up to attack 
the Camp David agreements, the United States, the Zionist enemy and the 
Egyptian regime, and urged the conference to take most severe measures against 
the Camp David parties. As he did so, he thought that he was being successful 
in masking the bloody face of Hafiz al-Asad, until he was surprised to learn 
that the conference had received "an appeal from the struggling Syrian people 
to the members of the conference." This call revealed the shameful acts of 
Hafiz al-Asad's sectarian Nusayri Ba'thist regime. The members of the Syrian 
delegation lost their cool when they read the "appeal." They stood up in 
panic to collect the copies of the appeal before these could reach the hands 
of the various delegations, particularly the delegations of Iraq and Morocco. 
However, God helped the struggling Syrian people by having someone replace the 
collected copies of the appeal with photocopies inserted in the papers of 

each delegation at the conference. 


The Conference Is Hit With Amnesia 


On frequent occasions, the conference suffers fits of amnesia and does not 
remember the resolutions it adopted during previous sessions. At least, 

the conference pretends not to recall such resolutions, so as to accomodate 
the wishes of its members. The chairman of the Central Council of the Popular 
Liberation Forces of the Eritrian Liberation Front told me [the author of this 
article]: "During its fourth session held in Benghazi on 26 March 1973, the 
Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference declared its total support for the 
Eritrian people and their right of self-determination and total freedom. 

The conference also called upon the Organization of African Unity to take up 
the Eritrian issue and find a political solution which would satisfy the 
aspirations of the Eritrian people and secure peace, stability and justice 

in the area. The conference also appealed to its member nations to offer their 
help to the Eritrian people and to use their good offices with the Ethiopian 
Government to reach a just solution for this problem. The fourth conference 
went on to request the Ethiopian Government to stop its military operations 
against the peaceful Eritrian people. 


"However, the Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference has now forgotten the 
Eritrian issue, the Eritrian people and the resolution adopted in 1973. The 
Eritrian delegation came to the conference with a note appealing to the 
conferees to adopt a similar resolution [to that of 1973], concerning the 
Eritrian issue and requesting that the Eritrian delegation be admitted as an 
observer at the conference. But the conference ignored the Eritrian delegation's 
requests as if no resolutions concerning the Eritrian issue had been adopted 

in the past." 











A Final Word 


Conferences like this cannot be the way to solve problems, since the only 
purpose they serve is to provide governments and rulers with a stage for 
one-upmanship. There is only one way for the Islamic peoples to change the 
bad situation they are in. This is Jihad in the complete sense of the word. 
[It begins with cleansing the soul and ends with war against despotic and 
agent rulers so as to recover the peoples' rights from the aggressors, be 
they Crusaders, Zionists, Communists or other [evil elements]. 


8988 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIET MOTIVES FOR INVADING AFGHANISTAN EXAMINED 

Hamburg AUSSENPOLITIK in German 3rd Quarter 1980 pp 260-283 

[Article by Prof Wx Boris Meissner: "Soviet Foreign Policy and Afghanistan" | 
[Excerpts] Introduction 


In the following articie Prof Dr Roris Meissner, director 
of the Institute of Eastern Law, Cologne University, places 
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan within the context 
of the political, ideological and international legal doc- 
trine of the Soviet Union and, conversely, seeks in these 
spheres the actual motives for the decision to undertake 
military operations in Kabul. The most important aspect 
of the latest development is the change in Soviet foreign 
policy from Continental to global dimensions, which pro- 
ceeded gradually and in geographical continuity. The 
claim of a change in total international relations is de- 
rived from this, regardless of the tenets of detente and 
the risk of losing credibility, especially in the Third 
World. The Soviet Union is conducting at one and the 

same time its traditional Continental policy and a mari- 
time policy which, though begun under the Tsars, has now 
only lifted it to the level of a world power by virtue of 
Soviet rearmament in recent decades. Here we find the 
link between national-imperialist and comminist-world re- 
volutionary goals. The whole quite agrees with the Soviet 
Union's detente couception. Peaceful coexistence is not 
intended to signify coexistence on the basis of the status 
quo; indeed it must needs include the pursuit of the ideo- 
logical struggle as the main means for changing the status 
quo in favor of world socialism. Conversely it intends to 
prevent change, in other words secure its borders. Within 
its hegemonical association proper proletarian-socialist 
internetionalism operates for the Soviet Union, that is 
the right to establish commmist rule or maintain an ortho- 
dox system. The Afghanistan example shows that at this 











point in time of Brezhnev's leadership, validity on a world 
scale is claimed for this proletarian-socialist internatiaon- 
alism, at least wherever countries have subscribed to a so- 
cialist orientation, Moscow rejects the indivisibility of 
detente and wishes to pursue a selective type of detente, 
which does not exclude attacks on distant regions, From 
these aspects Moscow does not regard the intervention in 
Afghanistan as contradicting the business base of detente 
such as seemed to be agreed between the powers for wore 
than 10 years. In actual fact the Russians were obviously 
anxious to support a pro-Soviet regime in the serviee of 
the Soviet Union's security and the advance to a power poli- 
tical turntable with options for further offensives toward 
various directions, No justification for this aggression 
is to be found in international law, not even in the Soviet- 
Afghan treaty of 1978, The changes in the top Soviet 
leadership, which are about to occur, will decide whether 
the general line indicated by Afghanistan will continue to 
be pursued, or whether priority will once again shift to 
the internal--especially the economic--build-up of the 
Soviet Union, to which detente had offered notable opportu- 
nities. 


Dual Foreign Political Strategy as the Reflection of Selective Detente 


The Soviet conception of detente is thus based on a specific iaterpretation 
of "peaceful coexistence," dominated by the aspect of class conflict and 
revolution as opposed to that of competition and cooperation, Altogether 
it only admits of a selective kind of detente, in other words assumes the 
divisibility of detente. It is thus diametrically opposed to the Western 
presumption of the indivisibility of detente. Detente is selective from 
the regional and, therefore, vertical aspect also, because it allows the 
Soviet hegemonical sphere a privilege which the Soviet Union is attempting 
to expand to its sphere of influence in the Third World. Detente is also 
selective to a greater or lesser degree at the various levels and, there- 
fore, from the horizontal aspect, depending whether political, ideological 
or economic issues are imvolved. Predominant at the ideological level are 
the class conflict-revolutionary features of peaceful coexistence, at the 
economic level its competitive and cooperative features; the extent to 
which the two aspects overlap at the political level differs in accordance 
with the respective position of strength or tactical considerations, 


While, on the one hand, the Soviets are endeavoring to guard their own im- 
mediate sphere of power and interests, they are equally at pains to expand 
their influence to the rest of the world, albeit with varying emphases. In 
certain regions, such as Europe, they assume the preservation of the pre- 
vailing status quo in the meaning of a long-term armistice--for reasons I 
mentioned earlier--; in others expansionary efforts are resolutely pursued, 
That applies to the Third World in particular. Despite the ban on force, 




















generally and wandatorily iaposed by international law, and the broad ban 
on intervention, the Soviets consider admissible support for “wars of ne- 
tional liberation” and “citigens were of liberation" as well as various 
types of nonmewarlike violence including armed, that is military, interven- 
tion, a8 means to effect further ehifte in the world balance of power to- 
ward “socialien” and, consequently, the Soviet power, 


Despite the ideological rourndedness of the Soviet detente conception, the 

limitation to a selective kind of detente definitely admits divergent for- 

eign policy strategies which arise from different mediumrange goals, They 

run parallel to the others (eo that we may speak of a dual foreign policy 

strategy), but result in contradictions which have been greatly reinforced 
ate. 










policy reaching out to distant reg 
worid revolutionary inner lining. 

limitation and concentrates on the Sovie 
stcives for the consolidation and reinf 
speeded-up iategration of the wore immediate Soviet 
The other strategy is determined by the Soviet Union's superpower ambitions 
which are directed to the expansion of the Soviet sphere of influence. It 

serves to create the prerequisite for a worldwide power play by the exploi- 
tation of revolutionary situe ions. It thus transcends state and national 
interests, even if these pursue broad integrationist goal, . 

these 


Two central notions reflect the differences between 
Sometimes the Kremlin leadership describes its 
sphere of power and influence as the “socialist commmity," at others as 
"the socialist world system." These two concepts are 
cisely defined and show that, from the Soviet be- 
tween “capitalism” and “socialism” may be viewed from two aspects. On the 
one hand two camps are seen, that is ly strictly defined spheres, 
between which a settled coexistence » consequently, an advanced degree 
of cooperation is quite possible despite ideological hostility; on the oth 
er the Soviets note two overlapping and competing world systems embroiled 
in @ permanent struggle which leaves little room for cooperation and crisis 
management . 


The principle mentioned earlier of “proletarian-socialist international isn" 
acts as a link between the two different conceptions and fulfills a dual 
purpose. in the heightened form of the “Brezhnev doctrine," on the one 
hand, it represents the ideological base of the “socialist community," on 
the other it serves the ideological justification of operations directed 
to the expansion of the “socialist world system." 


ions, 
One 
















in fact the contradiction between these two strategies cannot be resolved 
by such means. Considering the serious economic problem of these develop- 
ing countries, the expansion of the Council for Economic Mutual Aid to in- 
clude liongolia, Cuba and Vietnam, its transformation into an intercontinental 
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econumie community, is bound to lessen CMMA's ability for integration, Made 
far more difficult in any case is the implementation of the CIA "Complex 
Program" which was to serve @ Large-scale economic sphere directed by Nos- 
cow, Soviet economic strength is unduly drainedjas 4 result, despite the 
politico-military growth of power, the Soviet Union is weakened economical~- 
ly. Again, despite limitation to certain key countries, the increased So- 
viet commitment in the Third World involves 4 serious strain on the Soviet 
economic capacity, especially in view of the USSR's growing internal econom- 
ic difficulties, After all, while the Soviet economic potential is substan- 
tial, it is severely restricted by comparison to that of the United States. 


The Soviet Union's efforts to influence the Third World benefited consider 
ably from ite oft reiterated anticolonialiem and the propagandist slogan of 
the struggle against imperialiem, On the other hand the Soviets wore unable 
from the economic aspect properly to meet the expectations of the developing 
countries for which economic advance is of prime . The blatant 
Soviet imperialiew in the case of Afghanistan has helped to disappoint 
expectations in political terms. Consequently it is now far harder for the 
Soviet Union to pursue its efforte more strongly to attract the countries 
with a “socialist orientation,” which, : Soviet opinion, mmber about 19. 


Motive for the Decision To Intervene in Afghanistan 


In the early days of the 20th Century Russia War Minister Kuropatkin proud- 
ly reported to the Tsar that in the past two centurie: 2ussia had substan 


tially extended its borders by way of many wars. At the same time Tearist 
diplomacy managed quite well to achieve a co siderable expansion of Russian 
severeign territory by other than warlike means, such the conclusion of 
the “unequal treaties” with China in the second half of 

which to some extent also affected the Central Asian region. the other 
hand, by selling Russian America to the Uni in 

ed any claim to expansion in North Americe 
readiness for permanent regional restraint. 


in contradistinction to Tsarist Russia the Soviet power achieved the expan 














sion of its territory and imperial sphere of power in the main not by war 
but by the use of force short of war, especially armed intervention. The 
invasion of Afghanistan must thus be seen as a link in the chain of inter- 


ventions carried out by the Soviet power since the October Revolution. They 
occurred either as the result of requests for assistance from small pro- 
Soviet groups which, in some instances such as Czechoslovakia in 1968, 
could not be satisfactorily identified, or following an ultimatum as in the 
occupation and annexation of the Baltic states in 1910, or yet by quiet in 
corporation such es that of the Tanmu Tuwa People's Republic in 1944, 


Considering the earlier practice of Soviet intervention, the armed incur- 
sion in Afghanistan is therefore not unusual per se. 

















The special feature in the case of Afghanistan is this: Anrwed intervention 
here Pepresente the firet direet deployment of strong Soviet forces outside 
the inmediate Soviet hegemonical sphere as established after World War 11, 
This massive operation was undertaken without ayy consideration for the 
business basie of detente since 1969 and the increased obligations in in- 
ternational law, adopted by the Soviet Union in the course of the advance 
of modern international law, 


At the same time the intervention occurred in an unaligned country which, 
though part of the wider Soviet sphere of influence, could not be consider- 
ed part of the recognized Soviet sphere of influence. 


The invasion refutes the Soviet assertion constantly reiterated in recent 
years that the allegation of a Soviet military threat was a “myth.” It al- 
80 served to recall attention to Soviet interventionist practice which ob- 
viously contrasts with the claim that the Soviet Union never attacked 
anyone" (Marshal Ogarkov), and that the Soviet Amy “was never used for the 
purpose of conquest" (Marshal Ustinov), No better justification could pos- 
sibly have been expected for the necessity of NATO's modernization decision 
of December 1979, designed to restore an approximate Euro-strategic balance. 


The question arises of the reasons which might have ted the Kremlin 
leadership to adopt a foreign policy decision which was to have ad- 
verse effects not only on political and economic East-West relations and 
the continuing opportunity for arms limitation, bu: also on Soviet rele 
tions with the Third World, especially the Islamic countries. In contrast 
to the 1968 intervention in Czechoslovakia the early history of the Soviet 
decision to intervene and a comparison of the motives involved clearly 
shows that in the case of Afghanistan foreign policy and defense aspects 
predominated while domestic considerations were disregarded, 


It is most likely that the decision for armed intervention in Afghanistan 
was adopted by the Politburo only after the Central Committee Plemm of 

27 November 1979. It is equally likely that the Politburo first received 

@ report from the USSR National Defense Council chaired by Brezhnev, as is 
the Politburo, because this was a far-reaching political as well as milite- 
ry decision, No report has been received to the effact that a special Cen- 
tral Committee Plerum approved the decision (as happened in the case of the 
CSSR). Considering the size of the Central Committee it would have been im 
possible to keep a plemm secret. 








The decision to intervene was made in the absence of Premier Kosygin who 
was ill from October 1979 to February 1980. The difference between Brezh- 
nev's and Kosygin's attitudes on the > Sip oe be noted from the 
fact that Kosygin joined the general secretary in s congratulatory 
eslegemme to Gasecs and Dadiet Ganths ta caste 4, 43-8} 
cosiyn Brezhnev's telegram congratulating Babrek Karmal on behalf of the 
“Soviet leadership" after the Soviet Amy's incursion of 27 December 1979, 
Taken in conjunction with the subsequent resignation of Kirillin, deputy 
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premier of the USSR and chairman of the state Committee for Science and 
Technology, this indicates that the champions of the general interests of 
the Loviet economy did not approve this turn in Soviet foreign policy. On 
the other hand an interview which Breghnev granted PRAVDA on 13 January 
1980 demonstrated his complete approval of the decision to intervene. 

There does not seem any reason to believe that he was outvoted in the Polit- 
bure, especially as he had been able further to strengthen his personal 
power at the November Plemm, The demonstrative presence of Suslov and 
Ponomaryov at his side leads to the assumption that the ideologues agreed 
to the intervention from the standpoint of sustaining the commmist regime 
established in Afghanistan after the April 1978 coup, It is to be assumed 
also that the representatives of the military High Coumand and the “milite 
ry-industrial complex" exercised decisive influence on the decision to in- 
tervene, As in the case of Czechoslovakia military preparations for the in- 
vasion were so far advanced that it was well-nigh impossible to call it off. 
By the armed intervention in this geostrategically vital area the champions 
of a global “policy from strength" have, at least temporarily, carried the 
day against the advocates of a policy of large-scale integration, which 
would assign priority to the economic devel of the more immediate 
Soviet hegemonic association, That the iners succeeded in winning 

over the majority of the Politburo may be linked to a specific r. For 
one the Kremlin's restraint in the face of the “punitive operation” carried 
out by the People's Republic of China against Vietnam aroused anger anong 
senior officials and officers, consequently increasing pressure on the 
Politburo. For the other it may be assumed that those members of the Poiit- 
buro, who hope to succeed Brezhnev, were keen to show their firmness s0 as 

to gain more backing from the party bureaucracy and the military “en. More- 
over some party and state officials may have had an interest in using the 
expansionist policy abroad to deflect attention from the growing internal 
difficulties in the Soviet Union. The representatives of the "military- 
industrial complex" in turn may have hoped by this meaw to be able more 
easily to carry their increased demands as the answer to NATO's modernize 
tion decision, Nor can we exclude the possibility that an emotional reac- 
tion was caused by the attacks on the life of Soviet advisers in Afghanistan, 
one of which killed first deputy chairman of the Committee for State Securi- 
ty (KGB) Paputin. 














it is unlikely that fear of the spreading of the Islamic fundamentalist 
wovement to the Islamic peoples of the Soviet Union provided much of a mo- 
tive. First of all there is no acute danger of infection because the Sovict 
Muslims are predominantly Sunnis. Secondly it would threaten more from the 
direction of Iran than that of Afghanistan, especially because the Azerbaid- 
janis in the southern Caucasus are Shi'ites. We may assume with far great- 
er justification that the Soviets wished better to guarantec the security of 
the Soviet Union in an important section of its southern border by support- 
im @ pro-Seviet regime in Afghanistan, The normalization of relations be- 
tween the United States and the People's Republic of China and the conclu- 
sion of the Sino-Japanese treaty of friendship and peace of 12 August 1978 
iad fostered a certain encirclement hysteria; this also may have had some 
part in the Afghan adventure. 
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Util, cOnpidering the current power constellation in the Kremlin, it is 
likely that the scale was turned with regard to the decision to intervene 
vy the fact that Afghanistan represents a geopolitical turntable which per= 
mite options for expansionist policies in various directions, Mastery of 
Afghanistan facilitates interference in lran, wakes it possible to encircle 
\inkiang and offers an ideal starting point for a thrust toward the Persian 
Gulf (the Soviet Union is now 500 lan closer to it), and the Indian Ocean, 
The Soviet intervention in Afghanistan has done wore than substantially 
shift the regional balance of power in the Mideast, By extending its in- 
jluence to the Gulf region which is vital for the Western world, the Soviet 
Union aleo created an opportunity for much more closely oes ite 
goal of worldwide domination, which it pursues by its gl foreign poli- 
tical struggle. 





The International Appraisal of the Intervention 


Modern international law considers nonadmissible a special right to inter- 
vention in the sphere of interests of a major power, Consequently the 
Soviet appeal to the principle of "proletarian-socialist internationalism" 
can by no means justify armed intervention, especially as Afghanistan did 
not belong to ‘he immediate sphere of power and influence or the hegemonic 
association of the Soviet Union. 


To assert the legality of its armed intervention the Soviet Union submitted 
three points of justification: 


1) The Afghan Government's request for assistance; 

2) oe to render sssistance as per the Soviet-Afghan Treaty of 
1978; 

3) Self-defense as per article 51 of the United Nations Charter. 


Intervention, militery or otherwise, can be justified only by the agreement 
of the country affected. Such agreement may be expressed in a right to in- 
tervention clearly stipulated in a treaty. It may also arise from an appeal 
for assistance by the legal govermment of one country to the government of 
another. 


The Soviet Union claims that such an appeal for assistence was in fact 
launched by the Afghan Goverrmment. The assertion that tnere were several 
such requests makes no difference in international law. At issue is the ap- 
peal for help by the goverrment in power and therefore the legal government 
at the time of the armed intervention. As matters stood, the Amin Goverrment 
was the legal goverrmment., According to Karmal, Amin asked the Soviet Union 
for limited troop contingents. Should such an “intervention following am 
invitation” have in fact occurred, it would have been questionable in inter- 
national law in view of the interference in a civil war by a foreign power 
involved therein, In no case would the intervening power have been justi- 
fied in carrying out the forcible overthrow of the legal host government. 

Jy the forcible removal of the Anin Government and the appointment of a re- 
gime totally dependent upon the Soviet occupying power, the Soviet Union has 
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wee ulity of @ constitutional intervention in addition to an armed in- 
tervention of a subversive nature, It has therefore committed a clear act 
vl agpression, 


The assertion that Amin had invited the Soviet Union to such a massive de- 
ployment of its armed forces appears highly lausible. In the United 
Nations Security Council debate on 6 Jamary 1 the representative of the 
People's Republic of China pointed out that nobody could imagine any gov- 
ermaent here on earth, “which would invite another one to send troops to 
its own territory." The Singapore representative complemented this state- 
ment with the pertinent remark: “Unless we are to assume that the late 
President Amin was disposed to suicide, it is only reasonable to conclude 
that he would not have invited Soviet armed forces to enter Afghanistan 
with the aim of deposing and killing him." 








The assumption that the necessary Afghan agreement was not given is strength- 
ened by a remark Amin himself made in late September 1979 when addressing 
clan chiefs of the Afghan Khost Province. On that occasion he said: "We 
will never ask our foreign friends and brothers to shed their blood for us, 
in no circumstances whatever. We serve notice on the world that we will 
ourselves defend our country." 





If there was no invitation by the legal government, the Soviet Union not 
only committed an act of aggression, it violated the ban on intervention 
twice over. For one the Soviet invasion represents an armed intervention, 
contrary to international law, which meets the facts of “aggression” as per 
article 3 paragraphs a) and ¢) of the 1974 definition of aggression. Se- 
condly the "forcible overthrow of the regime of another country" and the 
“interference in a civil war in mother country” represents another act of 
aggression, The aggressive nature of the Soviet invasion is also apparent 
frum the multilateral treaty on the definition of attack, concluded on 

3 July 1933 at the initiative of the Soviet Union, and to which Afghanistan 
was o signatory. The Sovict Union's military action also implies the im 
pairment of the independence and national seif-determination of Afghanistan 
and therefore a vic_ation of the principle of sovereignty and the right to 
self-determination of all peoples. 


Up to now Soviet teaching of international lew has omphasized the ban on in- 
tervention and the principle of noninterference. According to Soviet inter 
national jurists not even an agreement between the intervening and the in- 
tervened state may rescind the general ban on force rooted in the United 
wations Charter. In the case of a civil war this would also apply to inter- 
vention at the invitation of the legal government. The well-knom interna 
tional jurist 0,3, Levin (Soviet Union) therefore wrote: "As regards the 
claim to a “right” to intervene based on a treaty between the intervening 
and intervened country, and following an appeal from the latter, this con- 
travenes both article 2 No 4 of the United Nations Charter and the prin- 
ciple of respect for state sovereignty, noninterference in the internal af- 
fairs of another country and the national right to self-determmination, If 
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Givi. war occurs in 4 country, military interference by other states doer 
not coase to be a violation of the former's soverocignty because it was un 
dertakon at the invitation of its government and its appeal for help, be- 
C@use iw constitution aselgns to any state organ the authority to mintain 
internal order by weans of the military intervention of foreign countries. 
by virtue of the national right to self-determination the people themselves 
wust Gecide the issue of their internal organization, and any outside armed 
interference in their fate, whether at the initiative of the intervening 
country or at the request of the intervened country or due to an agreement 
between the two countries, represents a violation of this right." 


This unequivocal point of view corresponds to the demands arising from the 
respective United Nations documents on the principle of noninterference, 
Nevertheless, Soviet commentators of events in Af stan--echoing 
Brezhnev's explanations in his PRAVDA interview 13 January 1980 --claim 
that the invasion of the Soviet armed forces had occurred in accordance 

with the Soviet Union's contractual obligations to Afghanistan and article 51 
of the United Nations Charter. Both assertions clearly contradict the inter 
pretation of international law earlier advocated and fail to withstand clo- 
ser scrutiny, 





The Soviet-Afghanistan Treaty on Friendship, Good Neighborliness and Cooper- 
ation is one of the political cooperation treaties mentioned earlier, It is 
not an alliance. in their capacity as entente treaties, political coopera- 
tion treaties produce a closer relation between the contracting parties but 
fall short of alliance, They are not treaties of mutual assistance and 
therefore alliances, such as the treaties on friendship, cooperation and 
mutual assistance concluded by the Soviet Union with East European and Far 
Eastern people's democracies. 


The only cooperation treaty involving a stronger tie is that concluded with 
Vietnam. It alone mentions the principle of “socialist internationalism" 
and describes Vietnam as part and parcel of the “socialist world system" and, 
consequently, the Soviethegemonic sphere, 


All other political cooperation treaties, including that with Afghanistan, 
emphasize the lack of strings and of nonaligrment. Article 5 states: "The 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics respects the policy of nonalighment pur- 
sued by the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan as a significant factor in the 
in the maintenance of world peace and security." In this context it is par- 
ticularly important to note that the preamble of the cooperation treaty ex- 
pressly stresses the goals and principles of the Soviet-Afghan treaties of 
1921 and 1931. These treaties were complemented, not replaced by the cooper- 
ation treaty. The treaty of 28 February 1921 between the RSFSR and Afghan 
istan emphasized the obligation to respect national independence and, at the 
Same time, provided for a ban on alliances injurious to the other party. The 
treaty of 24 June 1931 on neutrality and mutual nonaggression between the 
USSR and Afghanistan ran in a similar vein. There each party obligated it- 
self “in appreciation of each other's sovereignty" to refrain from any armed 
or unarmed interference in the internal affairs of the other. 
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This obligation emerges clearly from article 1 of the cooperation treaty 
also, While the treaty specifies the duty of reciprocal consultation, it 
is impossible to read into it an exception to the contractually established 
ban on intervention or the obligation to automatically render assistance-- 
as is the case in the European alliances. 


The qualified consultation clause, to be found in wost political coopera- 
tion treaties, is certainly not an assistance clause, By comparison to the 
corresponding consultation provisions in the treaties with India and Iraq 
(disregarding Vietnam altogether), it is far more weakly formulated in ar- 
ticle 4 of the Afghanistan treaty. The respective part of article 4 runs 
as follows: "In the spirit of the traditions of friendship and good neigh- 
borliness as well as in the spirit of the United Nations Charter the high 
contracting parties will proceed to consultations in order to guarantee the 
security, independence and territorial integrity of the two countries and, 
upon the agreement of both parties, adopt the appropriate weasures." 


kmerging from this formulation is first the link with the principles of the 
United Nations Charter, referred to in the preamble also, especially the 
general ban on force and the right to self-determination of the peoples. 
Secondly it is quite obvious that appropriate measures may be taken only by 
mutual agreement which, as I have shown earlier, certainly did not exist in 
the case of the Soviet intervention. 


Article 51 of the United Nations Charter is the basis of the obligation to 
render aid as incorporated in the more recent #iliances of the Soviet Union 
am the Warsaw Pact. 


This article expands the individual "naturai right to self-defense" to the 
right to render assistance to the victim of a (banned) aggression, which re- 
presents the basis of a contractually established "collective self-defense." 
This assumes the legal fiction that an attack on another is to be consider- 
ed an attack on oneself. Article 51 presumes that armad aggression from the 
outside has already occurred, The Afghanistan treaty lacks any reference 

to article 51. Nor does it include any provision which might be interpreted 
as the Soviet Union's right to intervene in accordance with the facts of the 
matter defined in article 51, Until the armed intervention of the Soviet 
Union no armed aggression against Afghanistan by another country had occur- 
red. Karmal himself spoke in his interview only of his appeal for help 
"against aggression from Pakistan, which could happen at any time." Accord- 
ing to the international doctrine earlier upheld by the Soviets, the danger 
of aggression does not justify self-defense as per article 51, much less 

can it justify assistance by a third country. 


Even if the conditions of article 51 had been present and the appeal for as- 
Sistance to the Soviet Union launched by the legal Goverrment of Afghanistan 
in the most unobjectionable form, the respective self-defense measures would 
have had to be promptly reported to the United Nations Security Council 
which, as per the charter, is authorized to take all further steps "for the 


preservation or restoretion of international peace and international secu- 
rity." 
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No change in the legal situation has occurred consequent upon the conclu- 
sion of the defense treaty between the Soviet Government and the Babrak 
regime, The agreement “on the terms of the temporary emplacement of a 
limited contingent of Soviet forces on the territory of the Democratic Re- 
public of Afghanistan" was ratified on 4 April 1980 by the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet, also chaired by Brezhnev, The text has not yet been 
published, It may be assumed that the defense treaty corresponds in its 
outlines to the agreement “on the terms for the temporary emplacement of 
Soviet forces on the territory of the Czechoslovakian Republic,” concluded 
after the occupation of Czechoslovakia on 16 October 1968, Despite initial 
promises that the Soviet forces would soon be withdrawn, they are still in 
Czechoslovakia, It must be assumed, therefore, that their stay in Afghan- 
istan will also be of long duration, 


The Outlook for the | ‘velopment of Soviet Foreign Policy 


By the invasion of Afghanistan the champions of the "politics from strength" 
who were wholeheartedly joined by Brezhnev, achieved certain military and 
strategic advantages. They are offset by a tremendous loss of credibility 
which the Soviet Union suffered the world over, especially in the Islamic 
countries. Afghanistan has also done more than fuel the arms race which 
substantially increases the arms burden already resting heavy on the Soviet 
Union, It has raised the tension within the more immediate Soviet sphere 
of power. At the same time the Soviet Union cut the ground from under its 
own plans for a conference on security in Asia, And yet article 8 of the 
political cooperation treaty with Afghanistan expressly mentioned the joint 
goal of the further expansion of cooperation among the Asian countries and 
the “creation of an effective security system in Asia," By its intervention 
the Soviet Union violated the obligations of the Afghanistan treaty for the 
“consolidation of peace and security in Asia and the world" (preamble) as 
well as "to deepen the process of international detente and its extension 
to all regions of the world, including Asia" (article 7). 


Given its age and experience, it was possible up to now to expect the cur- 
rent Kremlin leadership to be well aware of risks. Admittedly, interven 
tion in Afghanistan carried no more than a limited military risk, but its 
political consequences seem to indicate willingness to accept greater 
hazards. We wust therefore recognize the danger that, in connection with 
the power struggle for the succession to Brezhnev and other senior oligarchs, 
a group might gain the upper hand, which is ready accept an even greater 
military risk for the implementation of Soviet global foreign political stre- 
tegy. In the uncertain transitional period indicated by the beginning 
struggle for the succession, a constellation may arise, which could cause 

the Politburo majority to further pursue the kind of approach adopted in 

the case of Afghanistan. A push toward the oil wells (taking aivantage of 
the muddle in lran, or interference in the dispute between Iran and Iraq) 
appears more likely than the attempt to advance to the Indian Ocean by en- 
couraging the crumbling of Pakistan. In the one case the Soviet Union 

could appeal to the right to intervene as arising from the 1921 treaty with 
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Soviet Khussia, which it continues to consider in effect. in the second 
case it would have to expect a clash with India, which it cannot possibly 
want, in any event it is to be assumed that the Kremlin leadership will not 
be willing to accept a renewal of the People's Republic of China's punitive 
action against Vietnam, The military base conquered in Afghanistan could 
provide protective backing in the case of a counterattack from Xinkiang, 


wor should we overlook the danger which might arise in the Near Last and 
Lurope in the case of such willingness to accept a greater military risk. 

iy its internationally unlawful intervention the Soviet Union has advanced 
to a "gray zone" of Asia, Consequently it aroused serious concern with re- 
gard to the corresponding “gray zone" in Europe, which includes Yugoslavia, 
Albania and Finland, We must expect the Soviet Union in the post-Tito and 
post-Hoxha era to increase its efforts considerably to strengthen its posi- 
tion on the Balkans by returning Yugoslavia and Albania to the Soviet Bloc 
and thus advancing to the Adriatic. We may also aseume the Soviets incline 
tion to attempt to increase the dependence of Finland arising from the 1948 
Alliance, It is already quite obvious that the Soviet Union is exerting 
greater pressure on northern Europe, especially Norway, and thereby strength- 
ening its influence around the Baltic and the North Atlantic. 


Without the comprehensive rearmament of the Soviet power under Krushchev's 
successors these early successes of the Soviet Union's global policy would 
not have been possible. The coummist world movement, insofar as it is now 
controlled by Moscow at all, has contributed relatively little to these suc- 
cesses. 


The prerequisites for this global expansion of power were created by the 
growth in the potential of strategic rocket weapons, while conventional for- 
ces were not neglected, and by the expansion of the navy which is now in evi- 
dence on all oceans. However, a faction in the Kremlin leadership is ob- 
viously not satisfied with the achievement of approximate military parity 
with the United States. It strives for worldwide military superiority which, 
though allegedly justified by the growing military power of the People's Re- 
public of China, is designed to enable the Soviet Union at the same time to 
conduct a more resolute world "policy from strength" which would considerably 
increase the already existing pressure on West European defense. Of course 
the question arises whether, in view of its considerable but limited resour- 
ces and increasing economic difficulties, the Soviet Union will be able to 
keep up the arms race with the United States at the same rate. The costs 
already incurred in the course of the global foreign policy adventures have 
badly affected the economic expansion at home and substantially widened the 
technology gap by comparison to the West. 


This appreciation certainly affects that faction in the Kremlin leadership, 
who are particularly interested in the Soviet economy generally, and therefore 
committed to a reduction in the excess Soviet commitment by agreements with 
the West and the intensification of economic East-West relations. It is 

quite possible that, once the burden incurred by the occupation of Afghanistan 
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is shown to be unduly great, this faction will be ready to agree to a nego 
tiated settlement of the Afghan issue, Such a settlement appears feasible 
only on the basis of the restoration of Afghanistan's nonalighnent and 
neutrality, coupled with the fullest guarantee for the Afghan people's 
right to self-determination., It would thus presume the withdrawal of 
Soviet forces as happened twice in the past in the case of iran, 





The present ».cuation indicates the importance of internal factors and, 
therefore, the subjective factor involved ‘a the evolution of Soviet for- 
eign policy. Changes in personnel and power shifts in the Kremlin leader- 
ship caused by internal motives have often resulted in corrections of the 
foreign policy line of the Soviet Union and, in some circumstances, in com 
plete reversal, 


Such a possibility cannot be excluded with respect to the forthcoming change 
in the top Kremlin leadership, A trend might emerge, which places greater 
emphasis on domestic development and regionally limited integration. As a 
consequence there may be far greater interest in a reduction of the Soviet 
Union's international overcoumitment. This would be the case even more if 
the reformist faction in the Soviet intelligentsia were to gain greater in- 
fluence, The change in leadership might, on the other hand, result in the 
victory of a faction even more hellbent on a world "policy from strength" 
and thus tempted to try and obtain by force from outside the Soviet domain 
the economic resources lacking within, In the one or the other case actual 
Soviet foreign policy would be quite different, depending on the internal 
shifts in power and how future general foreign policy would be decided more 
by the one or the other foreign political strategy and target conception. 
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SITUATION BETWEEN ARAB GULF NATIONS AND AFRICA ANALYZED 
London AL=DUSTUR in Arabic 8 Jun 80 pp 22-23 


[Article by Raghidah Dargham: "Will Iraq Act in Africa as a Gulf Nation? 
Arabian Gulf Policy Toward African Continent Is Still Unclear" ] 


[Text] Abu Dhabi--Results of the latest developments in the Arabian 
Gulf relative to its relations with the outside world confirm the fact 
that Iraq is a Gulf nation. One of the most important steps which 
Iraq took after the Havana conference of nonaligned nations was to 
reveal the outlines of its own policy in the African continent. 


Past influence which the people of the Arabian Gulf built in East Africa 
through commercial sailing ships, which transferred Arab culture and 
character to that region, is being revived through the economic power 
which the Gulf area finds in its possession without planning or prepara- 
tion. 


The Gulf emerged, during the last few years, as a participant in African 
development. Circumstances which imposed this responsibility upon the 
Gulf created a political responsibility which the Gulf did not want, 
since the Gulf is preoccupied with its own domestic political problems. 
However, the Gulf found out, through contacts with African leaders by 
way of international conferences, Arab-African discussions and coopera- 
tion between the Arab League and the Organization of African Unity, that 
this responsibility is inevitable, especially after all African countries 
boycotted Israel, supported the Arab countries, and looked for Arab 
assistance and support. 


In the past few years, leaders from most of the African countries have 
visited the Gulf. These visits had an economic character through which 
political relations could be established. The visits resulted in the 
fact that the Arab countries have involved Africa in their political 
problems and that Africa has involved the Gulf in its economic problems. 
However, the biggest problem which has faced this prospective cooperation 
is that the Gulf countries’ finance (through development funds) economic 
projects which have low economic yields and are slow in producing results, 
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whereas the African countries need sufficient support to cover their 
financial deficits and save their balance of payments. This is due to 
the f.icrease in prices of raw materials, such as energy, and to world- 
wide inflation. The Arab approach to cooperation did not satisfy the 
Africans, because they need quick support to save governments suffering 
from economic pressures and strangled by debts, 


The Gulf countries were not prepared to offer financial assistance to 
support the balance of paymente of African countries which are charac~ 
terized by instability and trequently changing governments due to 
revolutions which prevent assistance from reaching their treasuries, 

It may be that because of previous [bad] experience with cash assistance, 
the Gulf nations limited their support to financing economic projects 
for fear of abuse of cash assistance. 


Arab-African cooperation in the economic field was not as anticipated 
due to this basic disagreement on the method of support. Arab aid to 
African countries was funneled through various development funds of the 
Gulf countries, through the African Development Bank or through joint 
ventures. This aid, however, did not assume the urgency desired by the 
African countries to support their balance of payments. Thus, Gulf- 
African cooperation follows a slow process which does not have the speed 
or character needed by the African nations. 


The Gulf countries also lack a clear policy toward Africa. They are 
currently satisfied with receiving any visiting African leaders, but they 
are not sending officials to visit the African countries. The Gulf 
countries did not attempt to directly acquaint themselves with African 
problems by sending representatives to Africa. Indeed, political 
representation of Gulf countries in Africa is almost nonexistent. This 
goes back to several important reasons. The first reason is that the 
Gulf is busy with its own numerous problems which are different from 
those of other countries. The second reason is that Arab-African 
cooperation is limited to economic support of African nations, placing 
[burdens] on the Gulf countries and Saudi Arabia. The third and most 
important reason is that Gulf communication with Africa is almost 
nonexistent, and is limited to visits by African leaders to the Gulf 
with no follow-up talks. The cause of this is that Gulf thinking is not 
international, but local in scope. 


The only Gulf-African connection is the old one in East Africa, where 
Arab influence has been in existence from ancient times. This connection 
was activated when the private sector, represented by Kuwait companies 
and other Gulf individuals, began working on economic projects in 
Tanzania, whose regime is respected in the Gulf, and when the Kuwait 
Deve lopment Fund financed projects in some East African countries. 
However, this activity did not reach the heart of the African continent 
or its west, where no signs of Arab culture exist. The Gulf's coopera- 
tion with African countries was, therefore, limited to the efforts of 
the Kuwait Development Fund and of the private sector. Official Gulf- 
African cooperation was lacking. 











Arab-Atrican discussions disappointed African countries which were 
seeking financial ald, while the Arab countries were seeking political 
advantages, The problem became more complicated when Egypt broke away 
from the Arab consensus, as a number of African countries hesitated in 
responding to the Arabs' request to oppose the Camp David Agreement. 

At the Havana nonalignment summit, African countries disagreed with the 
Arab initiative which called for the expulsion of Egypt from the non- 
aligned group. They also disagreed with the Arabs' opposition to the 
Camp David Agreement. This was a sign that the African countries cannot 
politically comply with what the Arabs want. Neither did the Arab 
countries economically fulfill what the African countries wanted. 


The outcome of the Havana conference was that Iraq set for itself a 
definite policy in relation to Africa. It expanded its political and 
diplomatic representation in Africa and extended invitations to the 
African leaders to visit Baghdad. Tanzania's leader Nyerere, Zambia's 
leader Kaunda, Mozambique's leader Samora Machel and other African 
leaders visited Baghdad as a result of an African policy adopted by 

Iraq ahead of other Arab nations. It is obvious that Iraq will pursue 
this policy which will culminate in holding the seventh summit conference 
of nonaligned nations in Baghdad in 1982. 


Iraq may be ahead of the Gulf countries in realizing that al-Sadat's 
policy has become a matter of give and take between the Arab nations 

and Africa. The key to Egypt's isolation in the third world is Africa's 
attitude which caused the Arabs to fail in their efforts to suspend 
Egypt's membership of the nonaligned group of countries. The Arab 
countries are now counting on the New Delhi conference of the foreign 
ministers of the nonaligned nations next year to determine whether 

Egypt could be a member of the nonaligned group. It is not anticipated 
that Iraq will invite al-Sadat's government to attend the summit conference 
of nonaligned nations in Baghdad. However, the Iraqi government cannot 
prevent Egypt from attending that conference through Iraq's own individual 
decision. The government of Iraq would need legal justification backed 
by a political decision taken by the nonaligned nations, in order not 

to invite Egypt to the conference. This will be decided in New Delhi 

in 1981 and will depend on the attitude of the African countries. 


On the other hand, Egyptian relations with African countries have lately 
become noticeably weaker, especially between Egypt and the Sudan and 
Morocco. These had taken Egypt's side at the Havana conference. The 
Sudan has entered a new phase of relations with the Gulf countries and 
Saudi Arabia. Together, these countries have established, in cooperation 
with the International Bank, a huge program for agricultural development 
in the Sudan. Their investments in the Sudan to cultivate lands and 
construct roads have reached approximately one billion dollars. 


Although such assistance is for economic projects that take time to 
yield results, its importance lies in that it represents an example of 
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the cooperation which Gulf and African countries should follow, The Gulf 
countrles have actually tried to repeat this experiment in the Senegal 
Kiver project which benefice several African countries and is financed 
by the World Bank and the Kuwait Development Fund. The president of the 
Repub'ic of Upper Volta, the prime minister of Guinea and the president 
of Senegal, Senghor, have all recently visited Kuwait to discuss this 
subject and urge Kuwait and other Gulf countries to increase their 
investments in Africa, 


Aid by the Gulf nations to African countries includes assistance by the 
"OPEC Fund" to ease African balance of payments’ deficits. This is cash 
aseeistance at low interest rates and fast returns, since it is related 
to the balance of payments. Although the OPEC Fund is not an Arab fund, 
70 percent of ite aid ie paid by Arab members. 


Because of the absence of a clearly defined Arab or Gulf policy toward 


Africa, Arab-African economic and political relations are confused. 
This confusion gives rise to edginess and heightens uncertainty. 
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ZUIVKOV PAVED WAY POR IMPROVED IRAQI RELATIONS WITH USSR 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 3 Jun 80 p 19 


[Article by Farid al-Khatib: “Iraq, Which Eepouses the Slogan of 
‘Patience Has ite Limite,’ Adopte Policy of ‘Disagreement Has ite 
Limite’ Toward the Soviets") 


[Text] “Welcome, one hundred times welcome," “the people of Iraq greet 
and welcome you, Zhivkov."” These were some of the cheers which greeted 
President Saddam Husayn and Bulgarian President Todor Zhivkov when they 
visited the governorate of Babil and ite capital al-Hillah. Many resi- 
dente of the rural areas marched toward the city during the second day 

of the Bulgarian president's visit, which lasted 4 days and was concluded 
at the end of May. , 


The Iraqi president made a speech to the crowd, in which he pointed at 
ZThivkov and said: “Dear great Iraqi people. Some time ago, Iraqi- 
Bulgarian relations were exposed to a real and deep crisis because of the 
conspiracy of a handful of mercenaries who betrayed Iraq and its people 
and sold their conscience. However, the wisdom and bravery of President 
Zhivkov helped us foil this conspiracy. He helped us by sending a large 
number of emissaries to Baghdad to explain to us that his government was 
not involved in that matter. I was pleased that he accepted my invitation 
to visit Iraq after these discussions.” 


The Iraqi president was referring in his speech to the incident which 
took place in Sofia last year, when a fight took place between Iraqi 
communist and Ba'ath students, and two Ba'ath students were killed and 
several wounded. This led to Iraq's freezing of diplomatic relations 
with Bulgaria and ordering 150 Iraqi students to leave Bulgaria last 
December. 


The most important of the preliminary visits the Iraqi president mentioned 
were the very recent visit of the Bulgarian prime minister and the 
minister of foreign affairs’ vieit in April. The first visit resulted 

in an “agreement” prompting the Iraqi media to describe Zhivkov's 











acceptance of the official invitation to visit Iraq as a "reinforcement 
of the existing friendship and cooperative ties" between the two countries, 
The lraqi president received hie guest and saw him off at Baghdad airport. 


A Bulgarian official newspaper published an editorial the night of the 
vieit entitled "A Wider Scope for Cooperation.” The editorial said: 
"“Zhivkev said at the ceremony of exchange of speeches between the two 
presidents in Baghdad that the relations between the two countries 

‘are the best existing relations between an Arab country and Bulgaria'." 
Zhivkov described the resulte of hie discussions at a press conference 
as “successful, positive and serving the interests of the two friends, 
peace and world progress." 


The Bulgarian delegation agreed that selection of Iraqi student candidates 
for study in Bulgaria should be done through “competent Iraqi government 
authorities and the National Federation of Iraqi Students." This blocks 
the way of Iraqi students who belong to the communist party both inside 
and outside the country. 


Zhivkov's visit to Baghdad was not traditional. Baghdad regards it as 
a Soviet as well Bulgarian visit, especially as the Bulgarian president 
has acted as a mediator between East Europe and Iraq whenever a problem 
has arisen between the two sides. Saddam Husayn admires Zhivkov and 
considers him an objective person. 


In May, the American magazine NEWSWEEK published an article on Lraq 
entitled “Inclination Toward the West," which said: “Iraq has been a 
moderating influence in OPEC by cooperating with the Saudis to keep 
petroleum prices down and production up." The article also said: “Iraq 
has turned to Europe for weapons and nuclear power, and has turned away 
from the Soviet Union." 


NEWSWEEK added: "Baghdad ordered from France 60 Mirage fighter-bomber 
planes and the equivalent of 2 billion dollars’ worth of naval weapons 
from Italy. President Jimmy Carter's Administration is reviewing the 
sale of (General Electric) engines to Italy, thus signaling ite support 
for Baghdad." 


It now seems, almost a month after publication of the NEWSWEEK article, 
that Baghdad neither wants to disagree with the Soviet Union nor side 
with the United States. Iraq asked itself the following question: 

"Is the problem with the Soviets a fixture of Iraqi policy?" Its answer 
was: "No. Should an opening present itself to ease this problem, we 
should use it." 


Iraq, at the same time, wants to emphasize an independent national 
position. It wants the Soviet Union to consider this position a matter 
of fact, and to draw a line between the Soviet position regarding Iraq 
and its position regarding the Iraqi Communist Party (ICP). 
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Moscow gave the ICP a chance to “try ite luck” with the Iraqi Government 
by setting the stage to either negotiate from a position of strength 

or overthrow the government within a year or eo, This, however, did not 
happen. The leaders of the ICP settled in Moscow, Sofia, Warsaw and Aden, 
as a result of the Iraqi communist students’ damaging their country's 
relations with the Soviet Union, Bulgaria and Bologna. 


The [CP's alliance with the Iraqi Kurds, after a number of ite central 
committee members took refuge in their region, did not change the Iraqi 
balance of power. The alliance lost ite glow in the battles between 
Tehran and Kurdistan in Iran. Tehran recently undertook the elimination 
of some communists. 


In the meantime, the Soviets want to develop their relations with Saudi 
Arabia and the Arabian Gulf countries. They decided that they should 
begin by improving their relations with Iraq. Moscow is receiving ite 
share of Arab "petrodollars" from Iraq as price for weapons. In addition, 
it is receiving petrodollars from Libya, Algerian and indirectly through 
Syria. Moscow is desirous of increased economic interests in Iraq. 


The recent series of Iraqi-Bulgarian agreements may have been an indirect 
"yes" anewer to this Soviet desire. 


On the other hand, Iraq feels that improving its relations with Moscow 
would lead to improving its relations with South Yemen as well. The 
Iraqi president had congratulated the new Yemeni president as soon as 

he took office, and Aden had expressed its readiness to improve relations 
between the two countries. 


Iraq strives for a unified Gulf policy and for success of its policy in 
the Arabian peninsula. Iraq's first guest following the Bulgarian 
president's visit was the governor of Ras al-Khaymah, Shaykh Saqr Bin 
Hamid al-Qasimi, member of the Supreme Council of Rulers of the UAE. 


The outcome of Zhivkov's visit to Baghdad is not the only turn to the 
left recently manifested by Iraq. ‘Izzat Ibrahim, deputy chairman of 
the revolution command council visited Prague last month, where he held 
discussions with the Czechoslovak prime minister. It is well known that 
Iraq is the second oil exporter to Czechoslovakia after Russia. Iraq 
imports engineering equipment from Czechoslovakia. Also, the Iraqi 
olympic committee announced that Iraqi athletes will take part in the 
olympics in Moscow on 19 July. 


The expected improvements in Iraqi-Soviet relations are not a result of 
a special Iraqi policy toward Moscow. However, it seems that Baghdad, 
which espouses the slogan of “patience has its limits," has also adopted 
the slogan of “disagreement has its limits." This also applies to 
Iraq's relations with the Steadfastness and Resistance Front which 
includes Algeria, Libya, South Yemen and the PLO. It also applies to 
Iraq's relations with the Soviet Union and Iran. 
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Baghdad wants to come to an understanding with Iran and have “good 
neighborhood” relations with it. However, it realizes that fighting 
will continue between the two countries as long as Tehran considers 
al-Najaf ae the second Shi'ite capital in the world, shows expansioniet 
tendencies, and tries to have ite l[alamic revolution increase ite 
influence outeide Iran, 


The Lebanese communist party played a role in improving Iraqi-Bulgarian, 
and, consequently, Iraqi-Soviet, relations, It was the only Arab 
communist party that did not support the ICP ageinet the Iraqi government. 
This was based on the Lebanese communist party's evaluation of the 
Lebanese crisis and of the [real strength) of the IcP. 


Will the improved Iraqi-Soviet relations lead to improved relations 
between Baghdad and the ICP and the return of the latter to the Iraqi 
National Pan-Arab Democratic Front? President Saddam Husayn's reference 
to “a bunch of mercenaries” in hie speech to Zhivkov in the governorate 
of Babil may not only be in reference to the Iraqi communist studente 
but to the ICP as well. 


At any rate, communication will not be resumed between the ruling Arab 
Socialist Ba'ath Party and the ICP before the forthcoming elections of 
the Iraqi National Assembly. Deputy prime minister Tariq ‘Aziz said in 
this connection: "Let them first show good intentions by halting their 
evil deeds against us." 
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RESULTS OF ZHIVKOV'S VISIT TO BAGHDAD REVIEWED 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 22 Jun 80 p 23 


[Article by Nuhad al-Mashnuq: "“Zhivkov Eliminates Tension Between 
Baghdad and Moscow") 


[Text] Baghdad explained to the Bulgarian president during 
his recent visit that "the Iraqi attitude toward the 

Soviet Union is not impulsive, but is a realistic reaction 
to a big nation." 


The visit of Zhivkov, the Bulgarian president, to Baghdad took place as 
if it was a regular visit by a leader of a socialist country to an Arab 
oil-producing country. Bulgaria is a first clase industrial country 
and is interested in marketing its products in a market with first class 
capacity like that of Iraq. 


But Preeident Zhivkov intended his visit to Iraq, which followed tension 
in relations between the two countries, to market the Soviet policy, 

or at least reduce the tension between Moscow and Baghdad. It cannot 
be said that Zhivkov's mission was easy, since he had to eliminate any 
traces of tension between Moscow and Baghdad first. 


informed Iraqi sources say that Zhivkov's visit achieved great success 
in improving relations between the two countries. One of the most 
prominent economic results was the signing of a relatively large trade 
agreement. 


Politically, the success was at the same level. In a joint statement 
issued after the visit, Bulgaria expressed its appreciation of the firm 
Iraqi policy against imperialism and its effective role in the nonalign- 
ment movement. The two sides carefully avoided, in the statement, the 
main subject of disagreement between the two countries. This was the 
incident where an Iraqi Ba'ath student was killed in a fight between 

a group of Ba'thists and a number of Iraqi communists who lived in 
Sofia, while the Bulgarian authorities did not take sides. Iraqi students 
studying in Bulgaria were recalled after that incident and relations 
became tense between the two countries. 
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Hulgarians Favor Nonalignment 


Alter some time, the Bulgarian Government recognized the Iraqi National 
Student Union as the legal representative of Iraqi students in Bulgaria, 
The importance of thie decision does not lie at the student level, but 
in whether or not the Soviet policy in particular and socialist countries 
in general continues to ineiet on Iraqi acceptance of the Communist 
Party of Iraq (CPi) as a condition for better relations between these 
countries and Iraq. The Bulgarian recognition makes it clear, as some 
Arab diplomatic sources say, that this insistence has been dropped and 
that the situation of CPI members living in several socialist countries 
has been brought under control. This does not mean that the removal of 
tension has occurred at the communists’ expense, but the situation in 
Iraq does not give the impression that support of the CPI will continue 
at the risk of undermining relations with Iraq. 


On the Iraqi side, there is no doubt that at least a minor change 
occurred in the Iraqi policy toward the group of socialist countries and 
the Soviet Union. Iraqi efforte to hold the 1982 summit conference of 
nonaligned nations in Baghdad cannot be successful amidst tension between 
Iraq and a country like the Soviet Union, which has great influence on 

the group of nonaligned nations. The unique role Iraq is seeking to play 
in nonalignment policy requires the support of a large number of countries 
who form the main core of this movement, especially following the loss 

of major nonaligned leaders, the last being Yugoslav president Tito. 


The same sources say that talks between the two presidents, Zhivkov and 
Saddam Husayn, led to the removal of a lot of tension in the relations 
between Moscow and Baghdad. The sources say that President Saddam 
Husayn will visit Moscow before the end of this year, following Cuban 
President Fidel Castro's visit to Baghdad. 


More Intervention 


Bulgarian-Iraqi discussions of relations with the Soviet Union dealt 
with several issues. At the start, the Bulgarian president offered to 
mediate [between Iraq and Moscow] and, contrary to his expectations, 
saw that he was welcome to do so. 


This welcome immediately made it clear that the Iraqi attitude toward 
international politics and the Soviet Union is not inflexible as it 
appears to some people. On the contrary, it is a realistic attitude 
toward a big power with interests in the Arab region. In their discus- 
sions, the Iraqis dwelt on the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, and 
said that Iraq was the first country to point out, as a friend, the 

risks of this intervention to the Arab region on one hand, and the Soviet 
Union on the other. 


As far as the Arabs are concerned, this intervention could justify 
American intervention [in the Arab region], which the Soviet Union does 
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not want, especially as the Soviet Union's enemies are taking advantage 
of the Soviet intervention to extend protection to some countries by 
using scare tactics. As to the Soviets, there is no need to mention 
the difficulties its army stationed in Afghanistan is having. 


At the same time, the Iraqis emphasized that they regard the Soviet 


Union as a friendly nation in the internationally accepted sense of the 
word. 


The Bulgarians confirmed Soviet policy's respect for the basic Iraqi 
stand regarding American policy in the Arab region and the Camp David 
agreement. However, they relayed that the Soviets are critical of 
occasional Iraqi statements which do not differentiate between the big 
powers and their policies in the Arab region. They added, on behalf of 
the Soviets, that the Soviets do not have any interests in the Arab 
region and do not intend to intervene militarily or politically, except 
to offer assistance to the friendly nations which ask for it. The 
Iraqis reemphasized the fact that they regard the Soviet Union as a 
friendly country, that this was a fundamental and firm position and that 
Iraq's firm and basic view is that American policy is hostile [to the 
Arabs]. Thus, the joint Bulgarian-Iraqi statement criticized the 
American movements, the intensification of [foreign] presence in the 
Arabian Gulf and Indian Ocean and hints of military intervention which 
threaten the freedom and independence of the peoples directly concerned 
and world peace. 


The joint statement also condemned proclamation of Arabian Gulf area 
as an area of vital interests of the U.S. or any other foreign country. 
The joint statement avoided a flat condemnation of all interventions 
by the big powers, as was usually the case in statements issued by 
Iraq jointly with other countries following the Soviet intervention in 
Afghanistan. 
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STRONGER RELATIONS WITH FRANCE--The visit of Iraqi Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Sa'dun Hammadi to France last week was a new step toward stronger 
Iraqi-French cooperation and its continued growth. Informed sources 

say that the discussions held by Hammadi in Paris centered on the 
European initiative to solve the Middle East problem, the Iranian situation, 
security in the Gulf, the Afghani problem, and the matter of establishing 
an Arab-European-African dialogue, which French President d'Estaing 
constantly advocates. Iraq has important cooperative relations with 
France in the nuclear, military and economic domains. There are over 

200 French companies in Iraq. Petroleum and the sale of arms play an 
important role in French-Iraqi trade. Baghdad is particularly interested 
in the French fighter planes Mirage Fl. According to certain sources, 


72 of these plenes have already been ordered. [Text] [Riyadh AL~YAMAMAH 
in Arabic 20 Jun 80 p 13] 9455 
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ISRAEL 





YOUNG INTELLIGENCE OFFICIALS SUGGEST NEW STRATEGY 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 14 Aug 80 p 15 


[Text] The Israeli Goverrment is beset by scandals and af- 

fairs. In the course of the investigation of the attack on 

three Arab mayors of cities in the occupied territory be- 

tween Jordan and Israel, tensions arose between Premier Begin 
the secret service, We are publ below extract 

from the STERN book "Das Auge Davids" |David's Eye! by 

Erich Follath, This deals with a paper on new strategies 


generation, The new slogan is: With the Egyptians against 
Khomeyni and the PLO, The book is expected to be in the 
the next few weeks. 


In June 1980 a group of young Mossad officials met to draft a paper on new 
strategies for secret service operations in the coming years. The state of 
Israel is mired in what appears to be the most serious crisis of its exist- 
ence: After the resignetion of internationally renowned ministers Dayan (for- 
eign affairs) and Weizman (defense), the Begin Goverrment is in tatters, At 
the same time the Israelis lack confidence in the Labor Party, torn by inter- 
nal dissension (Peres versus Rabin), The country is shaken by severe inter- 
nal problems: The rate of inflation has climbed to more than 130 percent per 
armum, medium-size industries and firms struggle for survival. 


The radical settlers, spiritually akin to maximalists such as Premier Begin 

and his Minister of Agriculture Sharon, have turned even more radical. Not 

only do they insist on settling anywhere in Erez Israel, including biblical 

Galilee and Semaria now occupied by the Israelis, they provoke the Arabs by 

seizing houses in Arab cities and expropriating Arab land, Palestinian re- 

sisters answer terror by terror: Eight people were shot in Hebron, In reply 
radical Jewish settler organizations planted bombs in the cars of mayors of 

West Bank cities. A Jewish terrorist underground is beginning to emerge and 
serves further to isolate Israel at the international level. 





in 1980, at the Venice meeting of European statesmen, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization (PLO) was granted de facto recognition, although the PLO 
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did not officially abandon its goal of destroying Israel, Linked to the 
Israelis by a peace treaty, Egypt is more isolated than ever in the Arab 
world; neither Saudi Arabia nor Jordan are joining the American peace initia 
tive. It seems as if Israel's Goverrment missed the opportunity to make 
peace by insisting on maxima demands, 


None of the officials endeavoring to construct a future Mossad strategy are 
over 35 years, Numerically they are in the majority within the Israeli se- 
cret service, However, most of the senior posts continue to be held by the 
"men of the first hour," some of whom fought in the underground even before 
the establishment of the state of Israel, At this time there is a conflict 
between the Mossad leadership and the Mossad base, which goes well beyond 
the generation gap: Despite their total coumitment to combat the internal 
and external threat to Israel, the young officials do not wear the blinkers 
of the older generation, 


The thoughts of the officials in this paper, therefore, are neither binding 
upon the Mossad leadership, nor do they reflect the latter's thinking. With 
respect to crucial issues such as that of the Palestinians and relations 
with Egypt, the group around Mossad chief Yitzhak Hofi is even more radical- 
ly minded, less ready to compromise, Within the Israeli secret service the 
young officials paper caused a furious debate about the future Mossad line. 
The outcome of this debate is not yet clear, A copy, produced as a concept- 
ual record by one of those present, was leaked to me by a Mossad agent in a 
European capital, The original is stamped “strictly confidential." 


The conclusion of peace with the Egyptians compels us in the secret service 
also to a radical reversal. So far we have not carried it out. It is bound 
to signify that we will in future closely cooperate with the "Mukhabarat™ (the 
igyptian intelligence service, composed of a civilian branch, the "'Amnah," and 
a military branch, the "Harbiyyah."” We know that there have been some first 
steps in this direc ion, At the same time we are well aware of the reserve- 
tions of some peopie in the Mossad leadership, who claim that there is no re- 
lying on Sadat in "top secret” matters, and that, after his quite likely as- 
sassination, any prior cooperation would turn out to be a disaster for Israel. 


We are bound to approve such excessive caution and believe that we cannot any 
longer doubt Sadat's wish for peace. Concerning the situation in the case 
of a sudden death: We can concern ourselves only with existing structures, 
These show that Sadat is firmly in the saddle, We have discovered several 
murder conspiracies against him; it is up to us also how long he is to live. 


Summation and proposition 1: We must finally change all our ways of thinking 
and accept Egypt as a friendly nation. We must reinforce cooperation with 
the Egyptian secret service at all levels and combine our efforts in the 
struggle against internationai terrorism, 


Our relation to the PLO cannot change as long as this group threatens the 
destruction of the state of Israel, However, we must carefully watch events 





within the PLO and prepare to deal with possible changes in direction, In 
this context not every verbal concession by Arafat is important; in our ex- 
perience the organization speaks and acts with different emphases. We must 
try once more to isolate the PLO internationally, For this any means should 
be good enough, We must strengthen our contacts within the ¥LO, All infor- 
mation should be passed on to Egypt and also to Saudi Arabia, We must fan 
mistrust of a Palestinian state and emphasize Moscow's role also in the 
sense of the Soviet hostility to religion, 


Summation and proposition 2: The I'LO has not changed, nor will it change. 

It should contime to be the focus of Mossad attention, Infiltration of the 
PLO by Mossad agents must be increased, The organization must be discredit- 
ed by appropriate reports circulated in the strictly Islamic Arab countries. 


Next to the PLO our second arch enemy is Syria, President Hafiz al-Assad 
has internal problems with the Shi'ite majority in the country, which is 
radically opposed to him, He might be tempted to deflect attention from 


these problems by an attack on Israel. The Soviet commi in Syria is 
steadily increasing, so that we must now consider Auman |Sic) our strongest 
military enemy. 


By contrast the threat from Iraq has declined, Though Baghdad continues to 
make bellicose noises, it has made it clear in secret agreements with the 
United States and us that its arms are now directed against Khomeiny's Iran 


and no longer primarily against us, 


Summation and proposition 3: We must rethink our premises: Not Iraq but 
Syria is now Israel's most dangerous enemy. Mossad must substantially 
strengthen its secret operations in Damascus to be prepared in case of an at~- 
tack, We should reflect whether it may be feasible to build up an alterna 
tive to Assad, whom we might push into the limelight by the possible support 
of revolting army sections, Mossad should further consider whether, with 

the help of friendly services, to encourage the independence movements of 
Kurds and Arabs in Khomeyni's Iran, In the long run that seems to offer the 
only way to damage Khomeyni and would produce so much unrest in the border 
region between Iran and Iraq as to keep the Iragis busy. 


We should do everything possible to build up our international relations and 
shed our poor image. Our first contacts have shown that the 

lic of China may be interested in diplomatic relations, This seems to us an 
important international step, and we should make intensive efforts to work 
on it, Of course we must recommend strict secrecy so as not to compromise, 
at least for the moment, our excellent relations with Taiwan, As another im 
por*an. step we propose the expansion of our secret service relations with 
some "moderate" Arab countries, Here we are thinking primarily of Morocco 
and our “mini cells" in Saudi Arabia and Oman, Mossad should also do every- 
thing in its power to be prepared for a change in the attitude of Jordanian 
King Hussein, and to facilitate--as in the past--contacts and meeting places 
with Israeli politicians, 
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Summation and proposition 4: We must use Mossad approaches to start talks 
with Peking and intensify our contacts with Morocco, Saudi Arabia and Oman 
--the only possibility for emerging from our international isolation, 


Following the troubles of recent months, the secret service in the United 
States has regained mich of its former freedom, In our opinion the CIA 

has thereby become more capable of action and once more acceptable as a 
partner for joint operations, We should not subject our friendship with 
Washington to undue stress and in fact reduce Mossad operations in the 
United States, Cooperation with the French and Federal German secret ser- 
vices should be emphasized; we continue to consider it necessary to exer 
cise caution vis-a@vis the British, At the same time we contimue firmly to 
reject joint commando operations with other services. 


Summation and proposition 5: No superfluous provocations of the Americans 
and intensification of contacts with the French and Germans are desirable. 
In the long run we would otherwise not be able to compete with the expendi- 
ture and intensity of Soviet espionage in the Near East. 


Lastly we would urgently recommend that the Sinh Beth (Mossad branch in 
charge of internal security and espionage) should attend to the Jewish ter 
rorist underground, Following the events in Ramallah and Hebron (where the 
legs of Arab mayors were blown off by bombs set by Jews), we consider it a 
matter of course that the Sinh Beth shouldno lohgerdeal exclusively with 
Arab terrorists. Our international standing in the world is seriously dan 
aged by such incidents, and we must be able to demonstrate to all and sun 
dry that we do everything possible to shed light on the terror acts. 


Summation and proposition 6: In the special situation after the events on 


the West Bank internal counterespionage mist be used against Jewish citi- 
zens also--unless Israel is to lose credibility in the world. 
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JORDAN 


DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FOR SOUTHERN REGION ANNOUNCED 
Amman AL'RA'Y in Arabic 26 Jun 80 p 5 


[Report on press conference given by Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
al-Sha'ir: "Work Has Begun on Development Projects for Southern Region; 
Utilization of Best Methods to Achieve Highest development Standards and 
Spread Benefits to All Regions") 


[Text] Dr Jamal al-Sha'ir, minister of municipal and rural affairs, 
announced the beginning of work on a project to prepare development and 
environmental studies for the southern region of the kingdom. 


In a press conference held yesterday evening, Dr al-Sha'ir said that this 
project will be implemented through technical cooperation between the 
ministry and the Technical Assistance Agency of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. The project's headquarters will be in Amman, within the recently 
established planning department for the southern region. Preparations are 
also being made to open a regional office for this project in the city of 
al-'Aqabah. 


The minister pointed out that this project is aimed at the preparation of 
a developmental plan for the southern region covering the governorate of 
Ma'an, including the southern region of the Jordan valley and some resi- 
dential communities in the southern Jordanian desert. 


The Exception of Al-Karak 


The minister added that the governorate of al-Karak was excluded from these 
studies as it has special features and developmental potentials that are 
different from those of the governorate of Ma‘an. In the al-Karak region's 
planning, only Jordanian expertise, gained from planning the two regions 

of Amman-al-Balqa’ and Irbid-'Ajlun, will be utilized. 


The minister explained that the southern region has a special importance 
due to its relatively large size compared to other regions, the touristic 
and economic values of the Port of al-'Aqabah, and the existence of various 
raw metals such as potash, oil shale and copper-bearing rock necessary for 
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manufacturing cement, glass, fertilisers, and the huge volume of potable 
ground water etored in the Qa'a al-Dayeah region. 


Dietribution of Benefits 


The minister said that the tendency to spread the developmental benefits 
to all the kingdom's regions and not concentrating them in the capital 
region adds to the importance of this project. This helps achieve decen- 
tralization in the distribution of the developmental benefits. 


He aleo said that the project's main goal is to find the best means of 
achieving the highest levele of development and giving equal chances to 
various regione while keeping the negative effects on the environment to 
4 minimus, 


The minister mentioned previous regional planning attempts in Jordan and 
said that the first real step toward regional planning was taken in 1977, 
when a planning project was announced for the Amman region and a Jordanian 
technical team was formed to prepare the developmental plan for the Amman~- 
al-Balqa' region. This was done in cooperation with a group of American 
experts. The Irbid region's planning project followed, in cooperation 
with a group of Japanese experts. Then the regional planning department 
was established within the ministry of municipal and rural affaires, which 
included an environmental division. 


He said that regional planning in Jordan is based on a comprehensive out- 
look on planning, taking into account the circumstances, reality and the 
local environment and its needs. This is why we cannot follow a certain 
echool [of thought] in regional planning. We, at the same time, try to 
build qualified Jordanian technical cadres to work independently in this 
field in the future. This is what will be attempted in al-Karak region. 


During the press conference, the head of the German team of experts who 
will participate in the study pointed out the group's task of laying out 
the plan to develop the southern region in cooperation with the Jordanian 
experts, defining some of the guidelines for his group. The press con- 
ference was attended by the German experts, the deputy minister of munici- 
pal and rural affaires and a number of ministry officials. 
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FOOD EXPORTS DOUBLE--The value of Jordanian food exports last May was 256 
percent more than the preceding month. The value of exporte during May 

was 3,447,823 dinars, with 355 export permite issued, Some of the exports 
are: Confectionery, sweete, pasteurized cheese, cleaning products, live 
sheep, macaroni, vermiccelli, table salt, mixed nuts, olive oil, hygienic 
tissue paper, barley, yellow corn, mineral water, eggs and fattened young 
chicken. Imports during the same month were 31 percent below what they 
were in April. The import and export division of the ministry of supplies 
issued 349 import permits, amounting to 4,333,591 dinars. Some of the 
importe are: Fish, canned meats, cheese, powdered milk, pickled olives, 
vegetable oils, readymade feed, whole chickpeas, whole and crushed fava 
beans, coffee beans, biscuit [cook’es), fruit juices, frozen chicken, 
intestines, empty sacks and other goods. The values of food exports to 
Arab countries during May were as follows: Saudi Arabia ~- 2,433,983 dinars; 
Syria =~ 204,203 dinare; Kuwait - 66,4861 dinars; Gulf States - 93,190 dinars; 
Iraq - 629,976 dinars; Lebanon - 14,000 dinars; and other [Arab] countries 
6,000 dinars. (Text) [Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 27 Jun 80 p 3) 9455 











KUWAIT 


RETURN TO PARLIAMENTARY RULE POSTPONED 


Paria AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 18 Aug 80 p 4 
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KUWAIT 


FINANCIAL RESERVES RISE 40 PERCENT 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 23 Aug 80 p 9 


[Text] Record 1979 of1 output and prices pushed Kuwait's huge financial 
reserves up by nearly 40 percent to 12.8 billion dinare (47.7 billion 
dollars) by the year-end, according to Finance Minister Abdel Rahman Al 
Atiqi. His annual report on the economy noted that the Gulf state had 
more than half of ite wealth invested in the United States and Europe. 


O11 output, now much lower, kept to an average of 2.5 million barrels per 
day throughout 1979. This was well above a one million BPD ceiling 
adopted four years ago and kept in effect until April thie year, when a 
new ceiling of 1,5 million BPD was set. Production in 1978 averaged 2.1 
million BPD. The increased 1979 production, coupled with sharp price 
rises boosted the reserves which totalled only 9.2 billion dinars 

(34.3 million dollars) at the end of 1978. 


Mr Atiqi's report said 66.1 percent of the reserves were invested in the 
U.S. and Europe. Another 27.6 percent were invested in Kuwait and only 
5.2 percent were placed in other Arab countries. A tiny 1.1 percent are 
invested in Japan and Africa. However, Japan is the biggest customer for 
Kuwaiti crude oil, taking 27.4 percent of the total 760 million barrels 
exported in 1979, the report said. 


The report added that Netherlands was the biggest European customer with 
260,000 BPD. 


Mr Atiqi's reports accompanies the 1980-1981 Kuwaiti budget, released 
last month, which estimates total revenues from oil at 4.5 billion dinars 
(about 17 billion dollars) in the year started on July 1. The Finance 
Minister said high interest rates on world markets during 1979 had 
attracted funds out of Kuwait. Money had also f lowed out of the country 
to buy gold and other metals and to invest in Gulf companies. The out- 
flow of money created a shortage of funds in the local banks with injec- 
tions of extra dinars, the report added. It went on to say that the 
outflow of funds had the effect of slowing down the increase in domestic 
liquidity, which grew by only 17 percent in 1979, compared with 23 per- 
cent in 1978. 
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Mer Atiet said that priority will be given to the implementation of pro- 
jects in the fields of energy, water, sewage and traneport. "The eco- 
nomic poliey will tend toward the realisation of social justice through 
a fale dietributton of national wealth and the improvement of the per 
capita income,” he said, adding that the country is adopting modern 


technical syateme in processing ite ofl, a policy which will lead to 
the promotion of nonoil industries. 


C80; 4820 
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FLOATING POWER PLANT, OTHER MEASURES PLANNED 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 16 Aug 80 p 19 


[Text] As 4 precautionary measure against any extra pressure or emer- 
gency, the Kuwaiti government is thinking of accepting an offer by a 
leading company to lease a floating power plant to the Ministry of 
Electricity. The leading private company, which was not identified, 

was understood to have offered to the Ministry the services of a 
Japanese ship equipped with a diesel power plant. It can supply between 
150 and 200 megawatts of power daily. The ship has already been in serv- 
ice in the Middle East, supplying power to offshore rigs and coastal 
industrial and oil-related projects which need major amounts of power 
but could not be supplied by the main grids of the countries concerned. 


Electricity Ministry sources said the offer is likely to be accepted 
because by the beginning of September, nearly 150,000 people, currently 
on summer vacation abroad, will return to the country and put pressure 
on the electric supply. 


In view of the power uncertainties, some government officials are in- 
clined to recommend that the opening of the government schools be post- 
poned till the later part of October, when air conditioning is not 
needed. 





In the meantime, the Electricity Ministry has decided to charge power 
according to the distance between a building and the main cable link. 
This is applied to new buildings only and not to the ones which already 
have cable connections. On the other hand, stern measures will be taken 
against contractors who damage electrical cables while carrying out their 
work and diggings. The Ministry has also pointed out that there should 
be no digging work within at least three metres of cables. 


CSO: 4820 


4l 








KUWALT 


BRIEFS 


POWER GENERATION UNITS--The KUWAITI NEWS AGENCY (KUNA) last week announced 
that the Ministry of Electricity and Water has invited tenders for the 
supply of power generating unite fuelled by gas with generating capaci- 
ties of between 400 and 450 megawatts. The agency, quoting officiale in 
the Ministry said the supplier should be able to install the generators 
and make them ready to run by June 1981. The generators are estimated 

to cost not less than KD 45 million. THe sources said the generators 
will be distributed to various locations and will provide excess gene- 
rating capacity to meet emergencies. [Text] [Beirut THE ARAB WORLD 
WEEKLY in English 9 Aug 80 p 12) 


MAJOR SHARE DEAL~-The Kuwait Investment Office (KIO) has reported that 

it now controls 3.16 million shares, 5.4 percent of the total shares of 
Harrison and Crosfield, a leading 450 million pound (one billion dollar) 
Malaysian plantation empire. The Harrison group also has extensive in- 
terests in shipping, chemicals, insurance, building and timber. KIO has 
also purchased shares in the Savoy Hotel group of London which had in- 
creased its total holdings to 27 percent. That deal cost an estimated 
seven million pounds. Other major investments undertaken by KIO in re- 
cent months include the purchase for 12 million pounds (28 million dol- 
lars) of the Londonderry Hotel in London's exclusive Park Lane area, and 
the purchase of controlling shares in the real estate and development 
group, the proprietors of Hays Wharf. Hays Wharf is at present involved 
in a massive 200 million pound (475 million dollars) property development 
plan in central London. KIO, which has been active in buying shares in 
Britain for nearly 25 years, has in the past usually been more careful in 
buying less than five percent in most of its deals, therefore avoiding 
disclosure. Under British law, KIO were obliged to disclose the acqui- 
sition of shares in Harrison and Crosfield. [Text] [Beirut THE ARAB 
WORLD WEEKLY in English 23 Aug 80 p 9] 


AIR FLEET EXPANSION--Kuwait Airways Corporation (KAC) is buying ten new 
planes to reinforce its commercial fleet, KAC's Deputy Commercial Mana- 
ger Ghazi Al Mishaan declared. He said the new planes will include six 
"-ench-made Airbuses, which will go into service in 1983. The $250 million 

















contract for the Airbuses was signed in Paris last July. The other 
planes will be three Boeing 7278 and one Boeing 747. Mr Mishaan said 
the 7278 will be delivered next month while the 747 is to be delivered 
in 1982, Ie will be KAC's fourth jumbo. The KAC official said that 
the reinforcement of KAC's fleet will enable it to operate new routes 
to New York, Manila, Kuala Lumpur and Dacca, starting next November, 
{Text} [Bedrut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 23 Aug 80 p 10) 


REFINERY FIRE=-An ofl pump set off a blaze at Kuwait's 145,000 barrels 

a day Mina Abdullah Refinery last week, the KUWAIT NEWS AGENCY reported. 
The fire which was put off after an hour caused limited damage but no 
casualties. One unit was shut down but the export refinery's operations 
as a whole was not affected, the agency said, The Kuwait National 
Petroleum Company owners of the refinery declined to give any further 
details. Kuwait has two other refineries. [Text] [Beirut THE ARAB 
WORLD WEEKLY in English 16 Aug 80 p 15) 





LONRHO SHARES SOLD--Kuwait's Gulf Fisheries last week sold 8.3 million 
shares in the British multi-national firm Lonrho, reducing Gulf Fishe- 
ries' stake from 19.5 percent to 15.9 percent of Lonrho's equity. The 
8.3 million shares were Gulf Fisheries’ allocation in a rights issue 
underwritten by Lonrho's chief executive Roland (Tiny) Rowland. The 
move was not unexpected. Gulf Fisheries has been at odds with Mr Rowland 
during the past two years and has voted against the board's proposals, 
including one to increase Lonrho's capital with the L34,1 million sterl- 
ing ($80.5 million) rights issue. According to a -eport from London, the 
shares were placed with institutional investors at an effective price of 
90 pence ($2.13). [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 
18 Aug 80 p 12) 
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PHALANGE POLITICAL AFFAIRS DISCUSSED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 20 Jun 80 p 14 


[Interview with Karim Baqraduni, member of Phalange Party Political 
Office, by Sharbal Zaghayb: "Every Nation's Intelligence Organization 
Is In Lebanon, Except Lebanese Intelligence!"] 


[Text] Karim Baqraduni, member of the political office in the Lebanese 
Phalange Party, is considered the “engineer” of the dialogue bet. en 
Syrian and Phalangist officials, and within the party, is known as 
"Phalangist foreign minister." 


In his office on ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Inklizi street, he greeted me over 
the sound of the muezzin of the nearby Baydhun mosque. Before I began 

to raise questions, he said jokingly that naturally the conversation 
would center around a new government in order to implement the articles 
of accord. Then he smiled and said: "I aspire to more than Phalangist 
foreign minister, especially since the sectarian balance must take its 
course. Don't forget that I am Armenian, and there need to be more than 
20 ministers appointed in the government. 


After a lengthy and diverse telephone conversation, Baqraduni hung up, 
and I put the first question to him. 


[Question] Not much information has been leaked about results of the 
recent Syrian-Phalangist dialogue in Damascus. Does this mean the two 
sides are not in agreement? 


[Answer] In the Phalangist-Syrian dialogue, we started from clear 
positions and defined goals. 


First goal: we recognize that there is no final solution to the Lebanese 
crisis without a final solution to the regional crisis. Hence, we are 

in a stage of non-solution. Of course, there are a lot of negative 
aspects in this stage. Many people only look at the negat.ve aspects; 
they are pessimists. However, some positive things can be discovered. 

We are trying to benefit from some "non-solution positive things" and 








to use them, so that the "regional bill” does not continue to be paid at 
Lebanon's expense, The Phalangist-Syrian dialogue is within the frame- 
work of what could be called "non-solution positives.” 


The second goal stems from the Syrian decision to withdraw, albeit 
gradually, from Lebanon, as a result of a new Syrian strategy which hase 
its own special goals and causes. We have been able to merge Phalangist 
convictions and establish unity of rank and purpose in the party, which 
has made the Phalangist negotiator more capable and effective in dialogues 
with all the factions. Consequently, the second goal is to ensure that 
the Syrian withdrawal is without reversals or outbursts. The fact is 
that we have been able to achieve a program, albeit limited, with regard 
to Syrian withdrawal from the areas of al-Maklas, Jisr al-Basha, Sin 
al-Fil and adjacent areas. 


The third goal: the Syrian Phalangist war of 1978 resulted in a psycho- 
logical aftermath which must be dealt with. One of these left over 
items was the Lebanese detainees in Syria and the Syrian prisoners with 
the Phalange. We have been able to achieve another program in dealing 
with Syria, since a group of Lebanese detainees and all the Syrian 
detainees have been released. 


The fourth goal: the region is in ferment and in an unbalanced condition. 
Consequently, it is a candidate for major explosions. We have tried 

to keep Lebanon from such outbursts as these. We differentiate between 
tactical detonations which have and will occur and strategic detonations, 
that is explosions which alter situations and upset the balance. Our 
dialogue with the Syrians is to make these explosions unlikely. 


[Question] Is it true that you are prepared to sign a document affirming 
Lebanon's Arabism and hostility toward Israel? 


[Answer] The Phalange approved the principles of the accord decided 
by the cabinet and announced by President Sarkis. The party approved 
all the articles without reservation. However, it was considered our 
duty to express two main interpretations, not reservations. The first 
pertains to the meaning of Arabism, and the second to the Palestinians 
presence in Lebanon. 


With regard to the first matter, the Phalange Party believes that 
Lebanon's Arabism must not be established on a religious basis. It 
rejects the idea that Lebanon should be based on either the principles 

of Islam or Christianity. Consequently, the Phalange rejected sectarian 
Arabism with religious goals. As for Arabism in its cultural connotation, 
i.e. membership in the Arab milieu, the Phalange considers this matter 

a natural fact. 


As for the interpretation pertaining to the Palestinian presence in 
Lebanon, it is a result of the following conviction: there will be no 
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Palestinian state on Palestinian soil in the foreseeable future. Therefore, 
Palestinians will remain in Lebanon. Logically, we have become afraid 

of facilitating the stay in Lebanon, The most serious thing that is 
happening is that some of the Palestinians’ field actions are indicators 
proving that some of them are trying to establish "a national authority" 

on Lebanese soil. The subject of nationalization in our opinion is not 

a matter of a manuever nor ie it a tactical matter, It is a principal 
strategic matter. These are the two interpretations which the party 
clarified for the president. As regards the remaining articles, including 
dealing with Lerael, the party approved them withour reservation, 


[Question] It is said that you were behind the meeting which took place 
between the Soviet ambassador in Beirut and Shaykh Bashir Gemayel. 
What were the results of this meeting? 


[Answer] I was not behind this meeting, but I did learn the results of 
this dialogue from our colleague, Bashir Gemayel. I believe that the 
principal result was that Bashir was able to make the Soviets understand 
the truth of the Phalangist position and the truth of the “Lebanese 
Resistance" position. Shaykh Bashir posed two clear questions to Soviet 
Ambassador Soldatov concerning the Soviet Union's position regarding 

two clearly defined matters. First, what is the Palestinians’ destiny 

in Lebanon? Second, what is Lebanon's destiny in the region? I personally 
am not authorized to divulge the Soviet ambassador's response. 


[Question] Is it true that an invitation was extended to you to visit 
the Soviet Union, and when will you comply with it? 


[Answer] The party has not yet received any official invitation, 
according to my information. However, I know that the party welcomes 
every invitation from anyone aboe to assist in solving the Lebanese 
crisis. We know how much world-wide, regional and local weight the 
Soviet Union has, which qualifies it, because it will be one of the 
creators of the solution in the region and in Lebanon. 


[Question] Is the Phalange heading toward announcing one-party rule 
in the eastern zone? 


[Answer] This question is an accusation in itself. Nevertheless, I 
shall answer it as follows: 


The Phalange is against all ideologies based on the idea of one party, 

and consequently, cannot ideologically attempt to be one party. I 

believe that the concept of one party is a mine laid in the eastern zone 
to hit at the Phalange through the Liberals. I can assure those betting 
on the collapse of relations between the Phalange snd the Liberal parties 
that they will definitely lose their bet. The relations between President 
Camille Sham'oun and Shaykh Pierre Gemayel cannot be destroyed, and 

the relations between the leadership in the Liberal Party and the 














leadership in the Phalange will prevent, today and tomorrow, the occurence 
of what the adversaries want, i.e. gratuitous fighting. 


[Question] What is your position regarding the reorganization of the 
army with respect to the powers of the directorate of intelligence, 
and its connections and personnel? 


[Answer] IL believe that there is no nation without a government, no 
government without an army, and no army without an intelligence organi- 
zation. Those who impede or strive to weaken the Lebanese intelligence 
organization are striving to weaken the Lebanese nation. I believe that 
the campaign against the intelligence organization is phoney, since 
every world intelligence organization is represented in Lebanon, except 
Lebanese intelligence. I am one of those calling for strengthening the 
powers and capabilities of the intelligence organization. To the same 
extent that we strengthen it, we shall find a reduction in what is 
happening. Lt Col Johnny ‘Abdu has proved that he is one of the officers 
best able to achieve great things with few tools. I think that the 
campaign which he faces is the price of his success in this arena. If 
he were a failure, no one would attack him. 


[Question] You used to be tasked with the role of liaison officer 
between the Phalange and the Palestinian Resistance. Do you have a 
new role in this area, and how would you describe present Phalangist 
relations with the Resistance? 


[Answer] There is no new role in this area. 

At the conclusion of this interview, we asked: "Have we neglected to 
obtain Soviet Ambassador Soldatov's reply regarding the fate of the 
Palestinians in Lebanon and Lebanon's in the region?" 

Off the record, Baqraduni told me the Soviet ambassador's reply. If 


it was true, it is best to put off publishing it until such time as the 
ambassador himself can state it! 
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NATIONAL MOVEMENT INTERNAL AFFAIRS ASSESSED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 20 Jun 80 p 17 


[Article by Farid Khatib: "Qansuh Contests Ibrahim For His Post in the 
National Movement!" ] 


[Text] Six months ago, Walid Jumblatt, in his capacity as chief of the 
Progressive Socialist Party, held a press conference in which he announced 
a plan "toward a comprehensive political solution to the Lebanese crisis." 
Engineer ‘Asem Qansuh, regional secretary of the Arab Socialist Ba'th 
Party organization in Lebanon, attended that conference and supported 
that plan. He considered Jumblatt the chief of his party, representing 
the other party as well. 


Last week, the Central Political Council of the National Movement issued 
a statement announcing the unanimous election of Walid Jumblatt as its 
chiarman for a 3 year term--this is the post made vacant by the assasi- 
nation of his father in March 1977--and the joining of the Movement by 
the Ba'thist organization loyal to Syria and the Arab Socialist Union 
Party loyal to Libya. Qansuh was elected as deputy to the Movement's 
chief, in addition to the five deputies, Ibrahim Qulaylat, An'am Ra'd, 
Georges Hawi, ‘Abd al-Majid al-Raf'i and Tawfiq Sultan. The number of 
members of the council's executive committee was also raised to 12, with 
the addition of Qansuh and ‘Abd al-Rahim Murad to it. 


That announcement was no surprise, since plans to unite the National 
Movement and the Pan-Arab Front are not new, especially after the split 
of both the Ba'th Party organization and the Federation of People's 
Forces Party, acting for its secretary general, Kamal Shatila. National 
Movement sources stress that the Ba'th Party organization is one of its 


basic elements and one of the participants in formulating its transitional 
program in 1975. 


Furthermore, that announcement came after a series of meetings between 
the leaders of the National Movement's factions and Eng Qansuh. After- 
wards, it was announced that they had dealt with the general situation, 
including achieving accord and the subject of the government! The Syrian 











deputy prime minister and foreign minister, ‘Avo al-Halim Khaddam, took 
part in Lhose meetings in Damascus. He had discussed the matter, one 
by one, with Muhsin Ibrahim and Georges Hawi in Damascus last week and 
the week before. 


That announcement derived its importance from the fact that the Ba'th 
Party organization is the Lebanese wing of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party 
ruling in Syria, and from its being an advancement in relations between 
the National Movement and Syria. The political closeness of the two 
recently is a far cry from the dispute which broke out between them in 
the past, especially with the Syrian army's entry into Lebanon in 1976. 


National Movement sources described that step to AL-HAWADITH as being 
"the beginning of the general national response to the plans and attempts 
at fragmentation in the national arena and in establishing political 
representation. It is the doorway to bring together all those who must 
meet to debate the National Movement's role, political line and awakening 
of the masses." 


The Marabitun have reservations regarding that announcement. Despite 
their assurance that they would continue in the movement, they said that 
they would announce their final position regarding the new developments, 
after ascertaining the views of their supporters and the meeting of the 
central committee on 10 August. The Independent Nasirist Movement stated 
that reservation in a statement which is broadcast "out of fear that the 
issue of organizational structure would change into a superficial cover 
under which political differences would be concealed that cannot be 
denied today." The statement mentioned the agreement on "dealing with 
the issue of the National Movement's course and its shape in the daily 
and fundamental organization of the National Movement. It is the proper 
front in this framework, i.e. the central council, and should not remain 
the captive of only some of the groups." The statement added: “Basically, 
the proposed form and means, fundamental to the proposed structure, which 
do not depend on unity of political position among the National Movement's 
groups, are the two matters subject to our reservations." 





In addition to that, the announcement issued by the National Movement, 

in regard to its new unity, balance and formulation--along with extending 
Kamal Jumblatt's legacy to his son--has not erased the remnants and 
traces of the dispute between the National Movement and Syria, or the 
Ba'th Party organization loyal to it, but has only embraced a kind of 
coexistence between two paragraphs. It subsequently became clear that 
Muhsin Ibrahim, executive secretary general of the National Movement and 
secretary general of the Communist Labor organization, may have written 
the first of the two. It stipulates the following: "Intensification of 
commitment to the Movement's political line, as expressed and practiced, 
firm establishment of its independence in decision and practice, respect 
for the principles of the democratic, comradely dealings prevailing between 
its factions, strengthening its alliance relations in Lebanon, the Arab 
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world and internationally, develop ite frontist organizational form so 
ae to ensure boletering the course of joint action and ite organizations, 
and make combative unity triumph over forma of actional practice." 


Ibrahim told AL“HAWADITH, after he returned from a meeting with Khaddam 
in Damascus last week, that the Syrian official had emphasized to him 
that “you do not need a coup. You must strengthen the frontist organi- 
zational unity. It is your business to find appropriate solutions for 
issues of joint, national action, and in retaining your political direc- 
tion and Lines" with Iraq and the Soviet Union for example. Ibrahim 
asked Khaddam during their meeting: Do you imagine that I would oppose 
Qaneuh if he brings an idea to you? Khaddam replied: I do not imagine 
that! 


As regards the second paragraph in the announcement, it could have been 
written by Eng Qaneuh. It stipulates the following: "We must concern 
ourselves more quickly and comprehensively with political and organizational 
conditions of the Movement, through intensifying and completing its 
political line, and drawing up a responsible combative plan, with an 
authorized interpretation. We should also do this through concentrating 
its frontiest organizational form on the principle of measures which 
ensure precise apportionment of responsibilities and participation in 
joint action, and development of unified institutions and organizations." 
At the end of this paragraph, there was a phrase benefiting Ibrahim 

also: “firmly entrenched on the collective course in confronting various 
political and organizational matters." 


Ba'th Party organization sources told AL-HAWADITH that they were surprised 
by the announcement! They said it came after a series of meetings with 
Khaddam, but it was not based on his approval. They pointed out that 

the announcement came while Qansuh was visiting Damascus and Jumblatt 

was visiting Moscow on a trip which began in Budapest and extended to Paris. 
They said: “We do not accept being ‘clowns’ in the National Movement, 

nor just one of a number, by virtue of our being represented by one of 

the six deputy chiefs. Rather, reconsideration must be given to the 
organizational structure of the central political council and its posts. 
Although we emphasize our acceptance of Walid Jumblatt as undisputed 

head of the National Movement, we are demanding that an important post, 
that of executive secretary general, occupied by Muhsin Ibrahim, be handed 
over to ‘Asem Qansuh, because our party carries more weight in the 
Lebanese arena than any other organization and ought to be a basic and 
active element!" 


They added: “There are independents, who are of no consequence in the 
Movement's leadership, who raise their hands whenever Georges Hawi and 
Muhsin Ibrahim do. We propose adding Mr Munh al-Solh from the indepen- 


dents.” 
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AL“HAWADITM asked the Ba'th Party sources whether its nomination of Munh 
al-Solh to join with the National Movement could be a forerunner of his 
nomination to form 4 new government, Those sources did not think the 
idea unlikely. Al-Solh did vieit Damascus last Sunday and met with 
Khaddam for one and a half hours. It was their second meeting in recent 
weeks, 


ibrahim commented on the announcement's second paragraph by saying: 

"Under this heading, all conceivable forme could be raised concerning 
apportionment of action and responsibilities, Either firm up what existe 
and breathe life into joint action organizations, or introduce modifica- 
tions into thea." We said to AL-HAWADITH that “the post of executive 
secretary general for the movement is not a prominent leadership post. 

The late Kamal Jumblatt described it ae a secretary's job. Despite 

that, | am charged with important matters, i.e. the post is important 

in practice.” He said: “I don't imagine that, after a long struggle, 

we intend to oust independents in the leadership of the National Movement." 


Last Friday, Ibrahim contacted Qaneuh's office to invite him to the first 
political council meeting since the Ba'th Party organization joined it. 
One of the office officials replied, “Abu Jasem is in Shtawrah!" 
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LEBANESE OLL DIFFICULTIES RECOUNTED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 20 Jun 80 pp 45-46 


{Article by ‘Adnan Karimah: "Oil Bill Threatens Lebanese Treasury 
with Bankruptcy! Tripartite Financial Committee Experts Dealing with 
the Problem; Lebanon Looks to OPEC Fund to Cover Shortfall."] 


[Text] The huge oil bill paid by Lebanon, amounting to approximately 
one-half billion dollars annually, is a matter of great concern to 
senior officials in the government, led by President Ilyas Sarkis and 
Prime Minister Salim al-Huss. They have both studied the problem with 
select ministers and several competent experts in order to find suitable 
solutions. 


Among the indicators highlighting the gravity of that problem to the 
Lebanese economy is that the oil bill currently represents more than 
one quarter of Lebanese imports, and not only consumes a large part of 
the national income, but more specifically, a large share as well of 
the state's revenues. In carrying out the support policy, the state 
bears the burden of the big discrepancy between high [oil] costs and the 
lower prices from the sale of products. This discrepancy costs, as 
Minister of Oil Engineer Anwar al-Sabbah says, not less than $150 million 
(more than one-half billion Lebanese pounds) a year, despite raising 
consumer prices for all products, especially gasoline. On 2 June, the 
price of a 20 liter can was raised from 16 to 22 pounds. 


One can see the seriousness of the financial shortfall caused by fuel 
support losses, losses which threaten the treasury with bankruptcy, 
especially in present circumstances where the state can only collect 

60 percent of its revenue. That might be surprising to many. How can 
the treasury be "bankrupt" because of fuel support losses? For the 
answer, some figures must be understood. Revenues in the current general 
budget were estimated at about 3,585 million pounds, derived from a 
number of sources, the most important of which are taxes and fees. 


A. Direct taxes and similar fees. Revenue from these is estimated at 
approximately 719 million pounds. However, it will be impossible to 
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raise this total amount because of security conditions, the state's lack 
of control over all Lebanese territory, and the absence of means which 
the citizens need to pay their obligatory taxes--with the exception of 
some fees with which they have a direct relationship and which must be 
paid in order to facilitate their jobs. These include registration, 
postage, public security, consular and departure fees. Taxes, which it 
is doubted can be collected wholly or in part, include income, property 
and other taxes. Therefore, it is expected that of the original 719 
million pounds, more than 200 million pounds will not be collected, i.e. 
some 27 percent. 


B. Indirect taxes and fees were estimated in the budget at 964 million 
pounds. The most important of these fees is custom duties, estimated 
at 800 million pounds. Due to the state's inability to control all the 
ports used by merchants to import their goods and the widening of 
smuggling operations to include a great deal of coneumer and even 
industrial goods, knowledgeable people expect that, of the total 964 
million pounds, about 600 million pounds will be collected, i.e. about 
62 percent. 


C. Various revenues from other sources are estimated at about 817 
million pounds. These include the yield from state property, investment 
benefits, firms' concession payments, gambling fees, Lebanon's casino 
revenue, and the central bank's revenue. The latter alone is valued at 
680 million pounds. It is expected that it will be provided in full, 

in view of the increase of foreign assets in the bank, currently amounting 
to about 12 billion pounds. This is from investing in foreign currencies 
at high interest, aside from its profits coming from operating in the 
discount market in Beirut, as well as from re-discounting operations. 
Observers expect that the revenue yield from the total amount of 817 
million pounds will be about 700 millions or 85 percent. If those 
expectations are realized, the actual revenues will be approximately 
1,500 million pounds, that is, 60 percent of the estimated revenues. 


With regard to expenditures, one can only refer to first part expenditures 
in the budget, including employee salaries and certain administrative 
expenses which must be paid and cannot be evaded. This amounts to 

2,458 million pounds and exceeds the actual revenue by about 958 million, 
according to observers’ estimates. 


lf it is possible to cover that shortfall, as set forth in the budget 
law, through emergency revenue obtained on the basis of foreign and 
domestic loans, and this is being done right now, how can the state's 
losses due to fuel subsidies be covered? 


Financial, economics, and reconstruction experts are studying this 
problem, looking for a way to cover those losses. They are the minister 
of finance, Dr ‘Ali al-Khalil, the governor of the central bank, Shaykh 
Michel al-Khouri, the chairman of the development and reconstruction 
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board, Dr Muhammad ‘Atallah, and the economic coordinator among the three 
experts, Dr Samir al-Muqaddasi, head of the American University of 
Heirut's economics department, They have held several meetings for this 
purpose; the miniater of industry and ofl, Eng. Anwar al-Sabbah partici- 
pated, They have surfaced methods which could be used, along with 
emphasis on the need to eliminate inflationary effects as soon as possible. 


lt was evident from objective studies that it would not be feasible to 
use actual cost in pricing petroleum products (that is, abolish the 
subsidy) because that would require increasing the price of a can of 
gasoline to about 35 pounds, based on a barrel of crude of] costing $28. 
This was rejected on econumic and social grounds, because of the dangers 
of sharply increasing the high cost of living; especially since fuel 

is a part of expenditures in various Lebanese economic sectors, beginning 
with transportation charges and ending with the cost of industrial and 
agricultural commodities, along with various types of services. 


In this ephere, it is clear that the state will be content at the present 
time with the increase recently decided upon, when it raised the price 

of a can of gasoline from 16 to 22 pounds. The minister of oil, Anwar 
al-Sabbah, says that it is impossible for the consumer to bear more than 
that. 


Officials are vocal in their opposition to any new increase in the 
dangerously high price levels, which gobble up the citizens’ income, 
particularly those with low and fixed incomes. Bear in mind that all 
the expectations indicate that the percentage of price increases during 
the present year will exceed last year's amount of 29 percent, and might 
go up to 40 percent. 


So long as the state treasury is bankrupt and cannot carry the burden 
of losses from the fuel subsidy, and the Lebanese consumer, who is 
suffering from the high cost of living and living in difficult circum 
stances, cannot for his part bear that burden, who will bear it? 


Lebanon has no choice but to turn to the special OPEC fund to aid 
developing nations to obtain its share of those funds which amount to 
some $4 billion, after the amount of $1,600 million is added which was 
decided upon by the conference of OPEC oil ministers in Caracas last 
December. OPEC finance ministers met in Vienna the last part of last 
May and discussed the special fund's future, in light of proposals 
submitted to create changes in its structure, to allow more flexibility 
in the conduct of its business and to guide through it the offering of 
assistance. The ministerial conference resulted in an agreement being 
signed setting forth modifications in the fund and changing it into a 
permanent fund. 


Since Saudi Arabia is the largest oil-producing state, and consequently 
the largest participant in financing the OPEC fund, and since the 
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Lebanese refinery ia still refining Saudi oil, Lebanon as a firet step 
will turn to ite brother country to solve ite financial problem stemming 
from rising ofl prices--especially since the Kingdom has previously 

paid $123 million to Arameo on Lebanon's behalf to cover the cost of 
quantities of ofl consumed in recent years, Discussions between the two 
countries have in fact begun through diplomatic channels, The foreign 
minietry has asked Lebanon's ambassador in Jiddah, Mr Zafer al-Hasan, 

to discuss with Saudi officiale the matter of assisting Lebanon in 
confronting ite oil erieie and of covering the financial shortfall 
resulting from it. That wae at the request of the ministry of industry 
and oil, 





Minister of Oil Anwar al-Sabbah met recently with the Saudi minister 

of social affaires, Shaykh [brahim al-'Angari, during the latter's stay 
in Beirut when he participated in meetings of the conference of Arab 
ministers of labor and social affaires. Al-Sabbah raised the problem 
with him and asked him to aid Lebanon in ite efforts to solve it, along 
with his colleagues, Oil Minister Ahmad Zaki Yamani, and the minister 
of finance and national ec-nomy, Shaykh Muhammad Aba al-Khayl. The 
Saudi minister graciously promised him! 


Before the agreement on prices and ways to meet the burden of their 
being raised, negotiations with the Saudi side were also aimed at 

solving the problem of supplies, since Lebanon requested that a permanent 
agreement be concluded for the year or several years required to supply 
its refinery with its Saudi oil needs. According to the agreement 
concluded between the state and the TAPline Company, which goes back to 
the fifties, the company pledges, in perpetuity, to supply the oil needs 
of the Madrico refinery in Zahrani in the south. It refines about 17,000 
barrels a day, which covers 3 percent of the local consumption. This 
contract continues without obstacle. However, the rub is in obtaining 
crude oil for the Tripoli refinery in the north. It refines more than 
30,000 barrels a day, covering about 70 percent of consumption. It was 
being supplied with Iraqi oil up to the end of 1975, when Iraq stopped 
pumping to both Syria and Lebanon for well-known political reasons. 


When Lebanon asked Saudi Arabia in 1977 to supply the Tripoli refinery 
with oil, the Saudi side desired that the supply be temporary until 
iraqi oil resumed being pumped to Lebanon. But it is apparent that 
the situation has almost become permanent. Iraqi oil has not reached 
the Lebanese coast because the causes of its being cut off still exist, 
at least from the Iraqis’ point of view. Saudi oil, in turn, has been 
stopped pending the Lebanese ministry of oil's efforts, at the present 
time, to obtain more than one million barrels of the original three 
million barrels, which the ministry was unable to withdraw from Zahrani 
by the specified date, last 15 May. 


If the present situation continues, Lebanon will be threatened with being 
denied Saudi oil, or at least denied 70 percent of its consumer needs, 
refined by the Tripoli refinery. 
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it han become clear that Arameo te the one preventing supplying the 
lebanese refinery with ite share of Saudi ofl, It refuses to sign a 
permanent agreement with Lebanon, Whenever some temporary deal or other 
in concluded, such as the recent deal, it is done at the request of the 
Saudi government, because the company is not obligated to supply the 
lripoli refinery with ite ofl needs. So that Lebanon will not be at 

the merey of Arameo, (which daily markets seven million barrels), officials, 
in their negotiations with the Saudis, are trying to sign a permanent 
agreement with PETROMIN, (in charge of marketing about two million 
barrels a day), for the purpose of obtaining 30,000 barrels for the 
Tripoli refinery--in the event that Aramco sticks to ite rejection of 
the Lebanese request. 


However, will the Saudi government agree to conclude a long-range oil 
agreement with Lebanon? Observers think that unlikely, because Saudi 
Arabia wants Lebanon to obtain the Tripoli refinery's requirements from 
iraq. This would be possible via the sea, using tankers from Basrah 

to the Lebanese coast, despite the fact there would be additional costs. 
However, Saudi Arabia has agreed to temporary deals, such as the one in 
effect during the past 3 years. Nevertheless, the Lebanese side in its 
negotiations is striving to conclude an unlimited term agreement whose 
validity would end whenever a substitute agreement with Iraq is approved. 
However, Lebanon will remain threatened by oil crises from time to time, 
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IRANIAN ENVOY ON CONFLICT BETWEEN SHI'ITES, PALESTINIANS 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 11-17 Aug 80 pp 26-31 


(Report on interview with Mohammed Ali Shirazi by a MONDAY MORNING staff 


writeyr/ 


[Tex t/ 


Mohammed Ali Shirazi, speaking 
on behalf of the four religious 
leaderships in tran, told Monday 
Morning \ast week that action was 
required from the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization (PLO) to facili. 
tate the return of the displaced 
people of Shiite-dominated South 
Lebanon to their homes. 

In Lebanon for a one-week visit, 
Shirazi also said that Lebanon's 
Shiite “Amal” Movement, which 
has been involved in recurring 
clashes with the leftist National 
Movement and some PLO groups, 
had the full support and protection 
of Iran. 

"| have said this to all the Leba- 
nese officials | have met,"’ said Shi- 
razi, who held talks last week with 
Caretaker Prime Minister Selim Hoss 
and Prime Minister Designate 
Takieddin Solh. “|! told them, as | 
am telling you and all the represent. 
atives of the press, that we consider 
the Amal Movement the political 
and military base of the Shiite com- 
munity. We stand behind it and give 
it our total, unqualified support. We 
will not allow anyone to challenge 
or take any hostile action against 


ni 
5 
+3 
i 


ul 
; 
| 
u 


ESERE 2 

aaifegfte! 

cits elite 

flirt 
; 5 

Z Hi 


i 


72 
if 

2 
25 
2s 
22 
1 
Be 


| 


of the official position 
tne Islamic Republic of Iran. 

“As you know,” he told me, 
“the religious authorities dominate 
the state in Iran. | am not here in 
my capacity as the son of a reli- 
gious authority and an Isiamic lead- 
er. As the representative of tran’s 
religious authorities, | am the one 
who imposes the Iranian state's 
official positions. So | am a notch 
above the level of a government 


representative.” 
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His mission here, he added, was 
to follow up the issue of imam 
Mousa Sadr, who disappeared 
during @ trip to Libya in 1978, to 
discuss ways of ending the Lebanese 
crisis, and above all, to push for a 
settlement which would defuse 
South Lebanon and allow its people 
to return to it. 


PALESTINIANS 


in one of his first statements to 
the press here, Shirazi declared that 
the people of the South must be 
helped to return to the South, 
“even if the Palestinians have to 
abandon that area.” 

Elaborating on that statement, 
the Iranian delegate told me that it 
was not to be taken to mean that 
iran held the Palestinians respon- 
sible for the violence in the South. 

“The primary responsibility for 
the incidents in that area falls 
squarely on the shoulders of the 
israeli enemy, who, in fact, is res- 
ponsible for all the trouble in this 
region,” he said. “But the South is 
a very important area, and we must 
protect it. We must not lose it as 
we lost Palestine. We must avoid a 
second Palestine in South Lebanon. 
Confrontation with Israel and the 
struggle to regain the usurped terri- 
tory does not mean that we must 
sacrifice more territory. 

“That is what | said to the press 
earlier this week, and | take full 
responsibility for those statements.” 

Having taken full responsibility 
for those statements, however, he 
qualified them as follows: 

“| view the Southern problem 
from several angles. There is no 
doubt, for instance, that there is a 
border strip between Lebanon and 
israel. When the issue is viewed 
from that angle, we understand that 
the Palestinians, who want to 
continue their war against Israel, 
must go to that area. 


“But at the same time, we ty 


STRAIN 


‘There's no. strain in our 
relations,” he said, “but we 
consider that we have given the 
Palestinian Revolution a great deal, 
both before and after the Islamic 
Revolution, and we will continue to 








yive it without restraint, That does 
not mean, however, that we will 
close our eyes and place ourselves 
in the hands of the Palestinians, or 
in the hands of some Palestinian 
organizations, even if these organi: 
zations want us to lose the entire 
South. We give them what it is our 
duty to give them; we provide them 
with the appropriate moral support. 
But in return, we expect them to 
take the interests of the South into 
consideration.” 

if nothing is done by all parties 
concerned to improve the situation 
in South Lebanon, he added, 
“things are bound to go from bad 
to worse. There will be more 
violence and more attacks, and what 
will happen to the people of the 
South? They will leave the area. 
The people of the South are not 
prepared to tolerate more than they 
have tolerated already. They are not 
prepared to stand by and watch the 
sniping and the shelling destroy 
them and their land. This can't go 
on forever. \t's impossible.” 

The fact that he was expressing 
this view, Shirazi told me, did not 
mean that ltranian-Palestinian 
relations were strained. 

“On the other hand,”’ he added, 
“we are a little dissatisfied with 
some of our Palestinian brothers — 
although the dissatisfaction has 
nothing to do with the question of 
the South.” 


What, | asked was the cause of 
the dissatisfaction? 

“Let me make it clear that we 
blame some of our Palestinian bro- 
thers, and not the PLO — not Abu 
Ammar (PLO Chief Yaser Arafat) 
or Abu Jehad (Khalil el-Wazir) or 
any of our Palestinian brothers at 
the leadership level. No, our dis- 
satisfaction is with some of our 
Palestinian brothers, who are 
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cooperating with the hirelings of 
the Iraqi authorities and the Iraqi 
embassy here by adopting negative 
attitudes toward the Amal Move: 
ment, which, as | have told, has the 
full support of the Iranian religious 
authorities, the leaders of the 
islamic Revolution in Iran and the 


Iranian people. 


BROTHERS 


‘We have received reports and in- 
formation from eye-witnesses  in- 
dicating that. .« of our Palestin- 
ian brothers are working with Iraq 
against the Shiite community here. 
Take the recent (July 30) attack on 
the Iranian embassy in Beirut. This 
operation was undertaken by people 
from the iraqi embassy, led by a 
group of our Palestinian brothers. 
We resent such actions -- all the 
more so because of the support that 
the u/ema and leaders of Iran have 
supported the Palestinian Revolu- 
tion without restraint. The PLO, in 
fact, is the only liberation organiza- 
tion outside Iran which has benefit. 
ed from the fruits of the Iranian 
Revolution. In view of the whole- 
hearted support that we have given 
the Palestinian Revolution, is it sur- 
prising that we should be resentful 
of the behavior of some of our 
Palestinian brothers? No, and we 
must discuss this matter with them. 
We will.” 


The behavior of those Palestin. 
ians who were cooperating with 
iraq and the need for Palestinian 
action to stabilize the South would 
be the major topics of discussion in 
meetings with the PLO leadership, 
Shirazi said. 

“There have been meetings on 
these subjects before, but these 
have been almost coincidental so 
far. In other words, Abu Ammar 





would visit Iran and call on imam 
Khomeiny or imam Shirazi, and 
there would be diplomatic talks 
during the visit. Or we would dis: 
cuss these matters with Hani al- 
Hassan, Fateh'’s representative in 
iran. 


“But this time, we want to start 
formal and official discussions and 
negotiations, in the hope of arriving 
at the desired results. We don't ex- 
pect immediate results in the first 
meeting, but we expect to hold 
several meetings, here and in Iran, 
until the desired results are obtain- 
ed."’ 

Asked what results would be 
deemed satisfactory by Iran, Shirazi 
said, ‘We must negotiate. We have 
our point of view and they have 
theirs. We will discuss both until we 
arrive at a conclusion acceptable to 
both parties — or to all parties con- 
cerned. Then the crisis will be 


ASSASSINATIONS 


| drew the attention of the Iran- 
ian representative to the string of 
assassinations that have occurred 
among the Shiites of Lebanon — 
Press Syndicate President Riad Taha 
on July 23, Iraqi Baath leader Musa 
Shuaib on July 28, and Sheikh Ali 
Badreddin, whose body was found 
in South Lebanon last week — and 
asked him who he believed was be- 
hind them. 

Religious and Islamic considera- 
tions aside,” Shirazi said, ‘‘assassina- 
tions are savage crimes which 
violate all human and moral princi- 
ples anywhere in the world. Even 
political criminals must be tried be- 
fore a responsible court and sent- 
enced according to the crimes they 
are found guilty of. 


“All | eu0 say about the assassi- 


nation c, Riad Taha is that it was 
an act of treason against the press, 
knowledge and virtue. Lebanese of- 
ficlaidom must pursue this matter, 
identify the perpetrators and take 


the sternest possible punitive 
measures against them. 

“As for who is responsible for 
these assassinations, there are some 
quarters which we can blame more 
than others — not because of any ill 
intentions on our part, but because 
of evidence that usually emerges to 
indicate who is most probably re- 
sponsible. 

“Iraqi quarters stand accused of 
the assassinations that have occur- 
red in Lebanon recently. They, be- 
fore anyone else, stand accused of 
responsibility for the assassination 
of Ali Badreddin, for instance, be- 
cause we have information about 
Ali Badreddin’s change of line and 
behavior in Iraq..." 


“There are some in Lebanon,” | 
told him, “who are protesting that 
the lranian-lraqi conflict is being 
played out on Lebanese territory, at 
a time when Lebanon needs help to 
settle its own internal conflicts.” 

Shirazi: ‘How is the Iraqi-lranian 
conflict being reflected in Leba- 
non?” 

Monday Morning: “There have 
been many clashes, as you know, 
between the Iraqi Baath and 
Amal..." 


Shirazi: “That has nothing to do 
with the Iraqi-lranian conflict. Did 
iran found the Amal Movement? 
All | have said is that the Iranian 
people support the Amal Move- 
ment, because they are Mosiem 
Shiites, and that Iran's religious 
authorities support the Amal Move- 





ment, because they are responsible 
for the children of the faith where- 
ver they may be. That does not 
mean that Amal is an Iranian insti- 
tution or that Amal-Baath clashes 
are clashes between Iran and Iraq. 

"The fact is that the Baath — 
and when | say ‘Baath’ | mean the 
Iraqi authorities — is launching at- 
tacks on the Moslems in general and 
the Shiite community in particular. 
It is attacking Amal because it con- 


siders that movement the political 
and military base of the sect which 
has the support of the Iranian 
people and religious authorities. 
Other than that, the differences be- 
tween the Baath and the Iranian 
government have their own arena.” 


WEDGE 


And what about the clashes be- 
tween Amal and some Palestinian 
and National Movement organiza- 
tions? 

“Put that question to the in- 
formation officer of Amal. | have 
only one thing to say about the 
Amal Movement: that it has our 
full support as the representative of 
the Shiite community... Also, the 
Higher Shiite Council, which ex- 
presses the Shiite community's posi- 
tions, enjoys the full confidence 
and protection of Iran’s religious 
leadership, as represented by the 
four religious authorities, and Iran's 
revolutionary leadership, as repre- 
sented by Imam Khomeiny.” 

What did he think, | asked, of 
the widespread impression in Leba- 
non that some power was trying its 
best to start trouble between the 


Lebanese Shiites and the Pales- 
tinians? 
“The Shiites have too clear a 


vision to allow anyone to drive a 
wedge between them and the Pales- 
tinians,”” he said. “This is specially 
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true because the Shiites regard the 
Palestinian cause as a holy cause 
which is directly linked with the 
fate of Islam as a whole. They have 
given that cause more than anyone 
else, and they will continue to do 
so," 


SADR 


The other cause which Shiites 
everywhere are determined to pur- 
sue until victory, he said, was the 
question of Imam Mousa Sadr. 

The abduction of Imam Mousa 
Sadr was an act of treason not only 
against Lebanon but also against the 
entire Moslem world. it was a hor- 
rible crime perpetrated by people 
from outside Lebanon who, | might 
say, were helped by dirty hands in- 
side Lebanon. 

“But while we accuse many 
parties of responsibility for Imam 
Mousa Sadr’s disappearance, we 
frankly accuse one party more than 
any other. | am talking about 
Libya, and in accusing it, | am not 
expressing my own position alone, 
but the position of the people and 
religious authorities of Iran: they all 
hold Libya responsible for this 
crime and will adopt.a clear stand 
against Libya until the desired re- 
sults are reached, God willing.” 


HOSTAGES 


Turning to the question of the 
American hostages held in iran, 
Shirazi said all discussion of this 
issue “has been put off because of 
the detention of the Iranian stu- 
dents in the U.S.” 

But the students, | pointed out, 
have been released. 

“Still,” said Shirazi, ‘‘the damage 
has been done and all consideration 
of the hostage matter has been 
postponed. At any rate, there is no 
question of looking into this matter 











CSO: 


before an Iranian prime minister is 
appointed,” 

He added: “The whole issue 
would have been settled long ago 
had the United States responded to 
the demands of Iran: the return of 
the fortune stolen from Iran by the 
Shah, an official apology for the 
crimes committed by the U.S. in 
lran, and a commitment not to in- 
terfere in lran’s internal affairs. 

“Today, however, America has 
no foothold in Iran anymore, and 
we don’t need an American pledge 
of non-interference in Iranian 
affairs, since Washington's role in 
lran has ended once and for all. 
What we want from the U.S. now is 


a pledge not to interfere in the in- 
ternal affairs of all Islamic states 


and in, the affairs of this region. 
“Those are our demands now. If 
the United States meets them, the 
hostage crisis will be settled. If it 
doesn't, we know what the fate of 
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the hostages will be. At any rate, 
the matter is in the hands of the 
iranian people.”’ 

Cutting off any further discussion 
of the hostage issue, Shirazi said, “| 
would like to conclude this inter- 
view with your esteemed and valued 
publication by assuring you that we 
are exerting all possible efforts to 
preserve Lebanon as an independent 
and special entity and to end those 
political game. hat are playing 
havoc with i‘; \ ory existence. We 
are working iop the manipula- 
tion of this © untry by hireling 
hands and to rebuild a free, inde- 
pendent Lebanon in which the 
Lebanese and their guests can live 
in peace. | 

“To this end, we stress the need 
for stability and security in South 
Lebanon, for we consider that the 
settlement of all other crises in 
Lebanon depénds on the settlement 
of the Southern crisis.” © 

















LEBANON 


ROLE OF LEBANESE COMMUNITY IN AUSTRALIA EXAMINED 
Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 11-17 Aug 80 pp 26-31 
Article by Bulos Kenaan/ 


Ltext/ The island continent's Lebanese community, 


now celebrating its 100th birthday, has built another 
Lebanon out there--complete with a National Movement, 
a Lebanese Front and the Marada Brigades. 


When | left Australia a few 
months ago, the Lebanese 
community there was getting ready 
to celebrate its 100th birthday. 

The first Lebanese immigrant to 
set foot on Australian soil did so in 
1880, coming from Bsherri, North 
Lebanon, hometown of Gebran 
Khalil Gebran. 

His name is Tannous Kairouz. 

| say ‘“‘is’’ because this 
centenarian pioneer is still alive — 
or was when | bid Australia adieu. 
He’s spending his las. days in 
Brisbane, Queensland, surrounded 
by a large family and basking in the 
gratitude of the scores of other 
families whom he _ has _ helped 
immigrate to Australia. 

Most of the Australian-Lebanese 
families beholden to Tannous 
Kairouz hail from Bsherri. 

In fact, had it not been for the 
Lebanese war, which triggered a 
wave of immigration to Australia 
from South Lebanon, the Lebanese 
community in Australia would have 
been almost totally North Lebanese. 
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And even with the Southern 
influx, some 85 percent of the 
120,000 Lebanese immigrants in 
Australia today (not 250,000 as 
recently reported in the Lebanese 
press) have Northern roots. 

Geographically, then, the Leba- 
nese community of Australia 
has an overpoweringly North 
Lebanese flavor. 

But confessionally and politically, 
there are as many Lebanese flavors 
in Australia as there are in 
Lebanon. 

The old-timers told me that this 
was nothing new: the Lebanese 
Australian community has always 
been a replica in miniature of the 
Old Country. 

In the early days, the immigrants 
brought with them the early 
factions. There were the supporters 


of this or that nesheer the 
followers of this or that and 


the disciples of this or that sheikh. 

And as Lebanon’s factions 
developed, donning ideological garb. 
so did the factions of Australia’s 
“little Lebanon.” 











When | arrived there four years 
ago, | wondered if | had ever left 
Lebanon 


PARTIES 

There they were 

© A Phaleowet Party, grouping old 
and new wn migrants, headquartered 
in Sulney, headed by one Nabil 
Ne'meh, and constantly raising the 
Phalangist battle cry “Pight for 
Lebanon against the aliens.” 


* A’ National Liberal Party, 
headed by «a woman Dawla 
Karam ad-Day'i and preaching 
the Chamoun line with great vigor. 

© A Guardians of the Cedars 
organization, the name of whose 
leader slips my mind. 

And yes the three rightist parties 
are allied in a “Lebanese Front.” 

As in Lebanon, the Lebanese 
Front has to contend with the 
“Marada Brigades,” which support 
former President Suleiman Franjieh. 
And as in Lebanon, the “Marada”™ 
have joined forces with the leftist 
“National Movement” alliance. 

The Movement groups three 
major parties 

® The National Social Syrian 
Party (the second-largest party after 
the Phalangists), headed by Abboud 
Abboud. 

®@ The Progressive Socialist Party, 
headed by Shakib Rashid. 

@ The Independent Nasserite 
Movement (Murabetoun). 

And to hear any of them speak, 
you would think you were back in 
West Beirut listening to Abdallah 
Saadeh, Walid Junblatt or Ibrahim 
Klailat holding forth on “the Voice 
of Arab Lebanon.” 


PUBLICATIONS 

There's no “Voice of Lebanon” 
or “Voice of Arab Lebanon” over 
there yet, but there's no shortage of 
Lebanese publications to spread the 
rightist or leftist word — in Arabic, 

There's ‘‘Sawt al-Moghtareb” 
(The Voice of the Immigrant’’), the 
first Arabic newspaper to be 
published in Australia, It is 
produced by Jean Semaan, who 
insists that it is an “independent” 
publication, although it leans 
toward the National Movement’s 
view of political affairs, including 
the National Movement's dim view 


of the U.S.-Egyptian-Israeli Camp 
David accords. 


There's ‘‘al-Watan’’ (‘'The 
Homeland’’), published by 
Shukrallah Sacre and Nabil Ne’meh 
to preach the Phalangist doctrine. 

And there's another Phalangist 
newspaper; ‘‘at-Teleghraf wa 
ash-Shark wy * a 
Telegraph and the t’’), 
which is published by Karim 
Keserwani and Edward Obeid. 

‘““Sawt Lubnan” (“Voice of 
Lebanon”), published by Romeo 
Odeiss, speaks for the Lebanese 
Front alliance. 

There used to be one newspaper 
to act as the mouthpiece of 
National Liberal Party (the 
English-language “Time”) and one 
to speak for former President 
Franjieh (“Sawt Lubnan wal-Aalam 
al-Arabi"” — “Voice of Lebanon and 
the Arab World”), but both 
suspended publication recently. 


To complete the “little Lebanon” 
picture: 

The Lebanese political triangle - 
Lebanese Front, “Marada” and 








National Movement is 
supplemented by a healthy 
asortment of Palestinian and other 
Arab groups, including 

@ The Syrian Baath Party 

@ The lraqi Baath Party 

@ The Arab Socialist Union 

@lhe Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 

@ the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 

® the Union of Palestinian 
Workers 

@ The Arab Communist Grouping 

® Ihe Communist Action 
Movement 

Of these, only one party has a 
newspaper of its own: “An-Nahar,” 
which is published by Butros 
Andarib, leader of the Iraqi Baath 
Party in Austraha 

RELIGION 

if | have given the impression 
that the Lebanese community in 
Australia is neatly distributed 
among the Lebanese Front, the 
‘“Marada’’ and the National 
Movement, | have given the wrong 
WMpression 


These 


as, indeed, they are in Lebanon. 


They have been superimposed on 


a Sunnite-Shiite-Druze-Greek 
Orthod ox-Maronite 
loyalties, which runs parallel with a 
labyrinthine system of demographic 
(sometimes feudal) loyalties. 


The Sunnite community is ted 
by the Imam of Australia 
Moslems, Sheikh Khaled Zeidan, 
who heads a number of Sunnite 


associations. 


The Shiite community — which 
has only recently become large 
cnough to need a leader, thanks to 
the South Lebanese situation — is 


three political power 
centers are newcomers in Australia, 


system of 


now watched over by Sheikh 
Mohammed alMahdi, who arrived 
in Sidney a few months ago and is 
now busy organizing Shiite 
charitable institutions. 


Sheikh Shakib Rashid and Sheikh 
Abu Hamach, both of whom reside 
in Adelaide, South Australia, look 
after the affairs of the Druze 
community, including the Druze 
Charitable Association. 

The Greek Orthodox community 
is led by Bishop Remlawi, assisted 
by Father Nkoula Mansour, who 
heads the St, George Greek 
Orthodox Association. 

Bishop Abdo Khalifeh is the 
religious leader of the Maronite 
community, heading the Higher 
Maronite Council and the Maronite 
Youth Association. 

The various religious communities 
are then subdivided into seemingly 


endless town and village groupings. 
ASSOCIATIONS 


In New South Wales alone, 
where around 90,000 Lebanese 
Australians are living, there are no 
less than 160 licensed Australian 
Lebanese associations. 

Let me give you a sample: 

The people of Tripoli have 
formed the Charitable Institution of 
the Children of Tripoli, the 
Children of the North Association, 
the Association of the Children of 
Tripoli and al-Mina, the Tripolitan 


Scouts, the Moslem Jarrah 
Seouts, the Makerem al-Akhilak 
Association... 


The people of Zghorta have 
formed the Association of the 
Lebanese Hero Yousef Bek Karam, 
the Karam Family League, the 
Moawwad Family League, the 


Franjich Family League... 














The people of Bsherri have 
formed the Pioneer Association, the 
Rahmeh Family League, the 
Kairouz Family League, the Sukkar 
Family League... 


The people of Tannourin have 
formed the Tannourin Charitable 
Association, the Younes Family 
League, two Harb family leagues, 
the Torbay Family League... 

The people of Minniyeh have 
formed the Association for the 
Children of Minniyeh, the 
Association of the Children of the 
Tripoli Caza... 


The people of Dinniyeh have 
formed the Seer Charitable 
Association, The Derbas Family 
League, the Shandab Family 
League, the Youth League of the 
Villages of Dinniyeh, the League of 
the Children of Dinniyeh... 

In short, every Lebanese town or 
village that has lost 10 or more of 
its people to Australia can rest 
assured that its name has been used 
by at least one and probably many 
more leagues, associations and 
institutions over there. 


Baalbeck, Zahle, Koura, Akoura, 
Deir al-Ahmar, Ainata, Kafar 
Haroun and — most recently — a 
host of Southern towns have been 
added to the ‘long list of Lebanese 
Australian organizations. 


“You know what | think?” one 
Australian Lebanese told me. “Il 
think the Australian government has 
licensed all these organizations and 
is backing them with annual grants 
because ii doesn’t want a united 
Lebanese community over here. A 
united Lebanese community would 
be a political and economic force to 
reckon with especially when 
elections come around.” 
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What about the World Lebanese 
Cultural Union (WLCU), which is 
supposed to pull Lebanese 
immigrants around the = globe 
together “for the good of the 
Motherland’”? 

it's there, 

lt has been licensed as the 
Australian-Lebanese Charitable 
Association, and it is regarded as a 
marginal organization — nothing to 
compare with the political, religious 
and town groupings swarming all 


over the island continent. 


POLITICS 


But divided though they may be, 
the Lebanese say they have a lot of 
political clout in Australia. 

“Look at the candidates’ offices 
come election time,’’ one 
established immigrant told me. 
“They're crawling with Lebanese 
Australians, both in the Liberal 
Party and the Labor Party. Much of 
the candidates’ information and 
public relations effort is handled by 
Lebanese. In fact, the Lebanese 
have brought new campaigning 
methods to Australia. Before they 
got in on the campaigns, the idea of 
candidates visiting homes and 
organizing their supporters into 
parades and motorcades had not 
occurred to anyone, for instance.” 

Believe it or not. 

One thing | can personally attest 
to is that most of the Australian 
Lebanese regard politics as an 
essential part of their lives. Politics 
in one form or another, Australian 
or Lebanese, is with them wherever 
they go. It is their major subject of 
conversation. It is the cause of most 
of their fights and arguments. It is 
the reason for their reconciliations 
and the object of their celebrations. 
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BUSINESS 


Which does not mean that the 
Lebanese of Australia have allowed 


politics to get in the way of 
money making 

They have distinguished 
themselves in the field of 


commerce, and no less than 50 of 
them are considered millionaires. 

Many of them own sprawling 
farms and ranches. 

Many others have made it big in 
the restaurant business. The most 
prosperous Arab restaurants are 
owned or managed by Lebanese. 

Many of them have gone into the 
gambling business and run some of 
the best gambling clubs in Australia. 
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And some of them, 
unfortunately, have chosen to seek 
their fortune in the drug trade, 
Australian jails have often received 
Lebanese who were caught 
smuggling narcotics into the 
country or raising hashish on their 





farms. 

You can say it with great 
conviction: 

There's another Lebanon out 
there. @ 

*"Bulos Kenaan, an occasional 


contributor to Monday Morning 
before the Lebanese wer, left for 
Australia in November, 19765. 
During the four years he spent 
there, he published his own Arabic 
week /y. 











LIBYA 


GREATER MASS PARTICIPATION IN DECISION-MAKING URGED 
Tripoli AL~ZAHAF AL~AKHDAR in Arabic 9 Jun 80 p 24 


[Article: "The Government Leade the People's Congresses; Will the 
Forces of Reaction Liquidate Themselves?" ) 


[Text] "The Libyan people cannot establish a state or reestablish an 
Arab culture, guided by the sayings of the three-part Green Book, unless 
they are oppressed by a fascist dictatorial regime which leads them by 
force, and the threat of imprisonment, and manipulates them through 
commands and suggestions." 


That is the thinking of reactionaries and fascists, the remnants of 
exploitative society. They have proclaimed this candidly throughout 

the trials. They attempt to justify it by saying that the succession of 
governments in Arab Libya--as well as in the other Arab countries--for 
more than 500 years, has engendered feelings of inferiority and a weak 
personality, and has deprived the citizens of self confidence. This, 
they assert, has made necessary the machinery of government, whether in 
the form of an individual, party or tribe. They frankly proclaim this 
for all to hear, while the Libyan people sit by observing events as they 
happen, and impassively listen to the explanations of the revolutionary 
committees at the trials--calmly content to run their fingers over their 
lips and make babbling noises! 


What kind of a people is this? They see despicable varieties of exploita- 
tion so hideous that the world has never seen the like of them. They 

are shown the frightful scandals of a rotten administrative apparatus 
which neglects its work and cooperates with the remnants of a society 

of exploitation and servitude. It is represented by the following: 


Civilians, soldiers, fascists, dictators, traditionalists, negativists, 
non-producers, cowards, influence peddlers, border crossers, office 
workers, members of the bourgeousie--the pillars of their agencies. 
They use bribery, influence peddling and favoritism as the law in their 
day to day dealings with the masses. 
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in apite of all that, thie nation stands and watches, content to wait 
for the forces of reaction to liquidate themselves, What kind of nation 
ia thie? They attended the first general session of the basic people's 
congresses this year in unprecedented numbers. Attendance at some of 
the congresses was 30 percent higher than the total number of registered 
members before the session was held, The minimum was not less than 

90 percent. The next day their sole interest was in talking about 
sewers, sidewalks and imported candy! 


it is a nation which, because of its generous nature, does not take 
vengeance on those who have humiliated it; laughed at it; dealt with it 

in accordance with the principles of usury, bribery, influence peddling 
and favoritiem; acted at its expense; hoarded ite money; smuggled its 
wealth; erected palaces costing millions of dinars by the sweat of ite 
citizens’ brows; acquired farms of hundreds of hectares and did not 

forget to surround them with walle out of fear of the eyes of the envious-- 
the eyes of the poor and the dispossessed. 


Perhaps al-Laythi, al-Qawarishah, al-Fuwayhat, Hayy al-Andalus, Tajura' 
and Janzur are the best evidence of that. 


A nation which forgets who has mistreated it cannot remember God's grace 
towards it nor the kindness of those who have fought in ite behalf. 


"Freedom has a price; treason brings punishment." 
"There is a big difference between justice and indifference." 


The Libyan people must wake up to what is going on, and they must analyze 
events thoroughly. The reactionary forces will not liquidate themselves. 
They will not decide to confiscate their own wealth as the “wealth of 

the masses," nor can they lay down their weapons while the battle 

cont inues. 


The battle cannot end even if the masses are asleep and unaware of what 
is happening. 


This is to say that the forces of revolution have declared that they 

are totally prepared to kill the enemies of the revolution at home and 
abroad. They have openly proclaimed their intentions, and have forcibly 
thrust themselves onto the scene. They have put the remants of exploita- 
tive society--corrupt officials, usurers, cliquists, negativists, fascists 
and chauvinists--on trial. They have caught exploiters red-handed, 
wherever they have been. They have killed the enemies of the revolution, 
finding them in bars and dens of iniquity all over the world. 


Because of the nature of these free revolutionary forces, they bear 
responsibility for the actions that they take so that the Libyan people 
may live in freedom, without masters and without slaves. They have 
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declared that they are prepared to punish all forme of stupidity or 
depravity, and to enforce respect for the laws and traditions of the 
masses’ society, 





The Libyan people more than any othere--because they are the only free 
people in the world--should know that there will be no freedom in the 
world until they gain self-confidence and resist all attempts to take 
authority away from the people, They must realize that unless they wake 
up to the danger soon, and settle their accounts with the enemies of 
the revolution, they are headed towards toleration of immature forme of 
government based on individuals, parties or tribes. 


The masses must realize that it is they who make the decisions in their 
grass-roots people's congresses. This means that they must abandon fear, 
hesitancy and indifference, and tackle thie experiment in total seriousness 
and with absolute conviction. 


No civilization can be built propped up by ite neighbors, nor can it 
import ite material and spiritual features from outeide. Therefore 

the Libyan people must cast off the "government mentality," and must not 
expect that heaven will shower them with gold or silver. The society 

of the masses will be built with their own strength. They and no one 

else will confirm the theses of the Green Book. They and no one else 

will be the society's revolutionary supervisors over all public facilities. 
They will make their presence felt so that the people's administrative 
committees will turn into a source of decisions which reflect the will 

of the masses. 


It is incumbent upon the masses to cure those leaders in the people's 
congresses and trade unions who display symptoms of inflated self- 
importance because that poses a direct threat to the authority of the 
people. 


The philosophy of the first [of September revolution] is based on the 
struggle of the masses. Therefore, it cannot impose specific machinery 
of government on the people, nor can it allow their authority to be 
taken away, regardless of the cost. 


Men are [the power] behind the first [of September] revolution. 


9123 
CSO: 4802 


70 











LIBYA 


FEWER LMPORTS, INCREASED RELIANCE ON DOMESTIC PRODUCTS URGED 
Tripoli AL~ZAHAF AL~AKHDAR in Arabic 9 Jun 80 pp 16-17 


[Article: "Four Million Palm Trees Have Been Destroyed; the Revolutionary 
Information System Has Missed a Chance To Guide Consumption") 


[Text] "Eat and drink, but not to excess; God does not like wastrels” 
[Koranic verse]. A nation which must get ite food from abroad cannot 
be independent. 


Most of the consumer goods--day to day necessities and major appliances-- 
found in our markets are imported and take a large part of our nation's 
treasury. While we import most of our goods from abroad, we have locally 
produced alternatives which can be substituted for certain imported 
goods. This could save huge sums of money. Certain studies indicate 
that local production is still insufficient, despite the high food value 
of our produce, which is attested to by nutritionists. Imported goods 
have not been properly steered towards sound consumer practices inasmuch 
as we find that the cost to our national treasury has been rising 
continuously as a result of the ever-increasing world prices, despite 
the stability of prices in our markets. 


We can never become independent because "a nation which must get its 

food from abroad cannot be independent." Nor can we be independent as 

long as we continue to waste without limits. Statistics attest to our 
wastefulness. fFamiles are wasteful, and buy unnecessarily large quantities 
of various goods for private consumption. Under no circumstances does 
consumer guidance mean belt-tightening or lowering our standard of 

living. It means guiding society towards the goal of self-sufficiency 

in the basic commodities without encroaching on necessities or eliminating 
consumption. 


Some might say that we cannot modify our buying habits. But the purpose 
of guidance is not to encroach on necessities so much as it is to regulate 
consumption properly on a purely economic level. The purpose of consumer 
steering or guidance is also to replace imports with substitutes produced 
within the jamahiriyah. Why don't we promote date production as an 
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alternative nutritionally balanced food source? Our ancestors depended 
on dates for their survival. In the surah of the Bee, God says, “We 
give you the fruite of the date palm and grapes from which you derive 
intoxicants and wholesome food" [Koran XVI:67]. 


Scientific studies have proved that dates make a nutritionally balanced 
meal and have a beneficial effect on the body in ite calorie requiremente., 
So far our date production has not kept up with local demand, the 
opposite of the situation in the past. We still see foreign goods flooding 
the market at low prices, while a kilo of dates costs a dinar! Again 

we ask: wae it neglect of our dear aunt, the palm tree, that has caused 
production to be low? We are faced with the truth when we look at the 
figures: There used to be 9 million palm trees in our country. Four 
million were cut down, to be replaced by large villas and private homes 
at the expense of our principal food resource, the food that nourished 
our forefathers and enabled them to continue their holy war against 

all forms of imperialism, when their sole source of sustenance was 

dried dates and milk. 


Sixty Percent of Our Food Arrives By Ship 


Private consumption is ordinarily considered that part of the gross 
national product which families and individuals use to fill their needs 

for goods and services. Imports play an important part in supplying the 
local market in the jamahiriyah with agricultural and manufactured consumer 
goods. Approximately 60 percent of our food is imported. An even larger 
share, perhaps 90 percent, of our manufactured goods are imported. 


In view of the large part imports play in supplying the local market 
with consumer goods, there is a strong relationship between the amount 
and type of consumption and the amount and type of goods that are 
imported. Changes in the quantities and types of imported consumer 
goods--particularly food and major appliances--lead to corresponding 
changes in the amounts and types of consumption. Simiiarly, changes 
in consumption have an effect on the amounts and types of imported 
consumer goods. During the period of the five-year plan 63.5 percent 
of our food and major appliances are expected to be imported. This means 
that for every 1,000 dinar increase in private consumption 650 dinars 
will be spent on imports. 


During the last 14 years the rate of consumption has increased. The 
possibility of decreasing the amount of imported food and other consumer 
goods to a level below the 65 percent determined by demand for imports 
is not foreseen, at least in the near future, unless domestic prices 
rise or an insufficient supply of foreign goods puts a damper on imports. 
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A Steady Rise ln Calorie Consumption 


In the last decade the jamahiriyah has seen a huge increase in food 
consumption, Per capita daily calorie consumption rose from 1,890 

in 1964 to approximately 3,000 in 1975. The number of calories from 
animal products rose from 164 to 385 in the same period. In 1975 imports 
comprised 64 percent of all foodstuffs consumed. The ratio in 1976 was 
55 percent. From 1964 to 1974 consumption continued to rise at a high 
rate, eyproximately 10 percent a year, with prices remaining stable. 
However, there has been a trend towards a gradual decrease in real 
private consumption, which dropped 12.4 percent from 1964 to 1970, 

7.8 percent from 1975 to 1978, and is expected to drop 2.9 percent from 
1978 to 1980, 


The sums used for domestic price supports vary. World food prices in 
September 1978 were four times higher than they were in 1970. During 
the same period prices of essential foods in the jamahiriyah remained 
stable. They did not change because of the support given by the nation's 
treasury. The total amount of this support varied from year to year 
according to the changes in world food prices. In 1975 the amount paid 
by the national treasury in food price supports amounted to 75 million 
Libyan dinars. This amount dropped by 40 million dinars to 41.6 million 
[sic] in 1977, Despite a steady decrease in the last 2 years, some 
increase in price supports for consumer goods seems inevitable in the 
future because the object is to avoid or prevent higher food prices, and 
a big increase in world food prices is a strong possibility in the 

long run. 


Per Capita Purchases of Major Appliances Have Risen 


The demand for major appliances has been one important sign of the 
changed pattern of individual consumption during the period of economic 
development and higher median incomes. This has been a conspicuous trend 
in the jamahiriyah. Per capita purchases of major appliances rose at 

an annual rate of 20 percent from 1970 to 1975. The rise was 11.5 
percent [sic]. In 1976 sales of the following major items per 1,000 
citizens rose as follows: 


Television sets: from 19 to 60; 
Automobiles: from 5 to 12; 

Washing machines: from 2 to 15; 
Refrigerators: from 15 to 26; 

Furniture: from 2,300 to 9,400 kilograms. 


Two main factors account for these increases in major appliance sales 
in the jamahiriyah: 


l. Per capita income has increased steadily. 


73 








2. the citizens have a strong tendency to furnish their homes with major 
appliances, This is normal consumer behavior. Individuals have a 
tendency to change their patterns of consumption. 


A key element in our future consumption strategy is to improve the 
quality and variety of goods rather than increase the quantity. 


Demand for certain goods will apparently be greater than supply for a 
number of reasons, some of which are the following: 


Stable prices in the local market despite higher prices in the world 
market. The low prices will drive up demand. 


Customs laws and taxes, as well as price supports on the following 
items must be reexamined and adjusted: sugar, tea, grain, radios, and 
private automobiles. 


Controlling supply and increasing the life span of major appliances so 
as to make a contribution toward less frequent reliance on imported 
sources, and in particular restricting use of these sources to those 
which provide post-sale services such as maintenance, spare parts and 
so forth, 


There is a clear need to decrease imported consumer goods, but certain 
foods and major appliances are evidently being bought in greater quantities 
than is necessary. Imports of these items must be cut down. These 

items are sugar, tea, grain, radios, private automobiles and so forth. 


The following measures can be taken to reduce factors encouraging the 
import of the following goods: 


Sugar: raise the price, strengthen customs regulations and combat 
smuggling. 


Grain: raise the price of bread and baked goods. 
Radios: improve repair services and modify customs taxes. 
Private cars: raise the price of luxury cars and improve repair services. 


Wristwatches: raise customs taxes and redouble efforts at combatting 
smuggling. 


Many countries have attempted to reduce their imports of some of these 


goods by using quotas, but their experiences have proven that such a 
system has many drawbacks. 


A better way of achieving the same goal is to raise customs taxes on 
imports and raise prices. There are also other methods. 
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dates As an Alternative To Certain Imported Goods 


With regard to date production, the jamahiriyah is famous for its culti- 
vation of the date palm, There used to be about 9 million date palms 

in the country, but as a result of lack of care and actual neglect today 
the number is only about 5 million, 


‘he palm trees had been well cared for in the past, and were used only 
as a source of edible dates and as a source of fuel for providing heat. 


But now, unfortunately, during a time of great technological progress 
which is affecting all forms of life, we find a lack of concern for the 
palm trees which could be used to help alleviate the world food shortage 
which is menacing mankind. With the fruit of the palm tree we can 
increase our agricultural production, since the palm tree takes up an 
inconsiderable amount of land area, thereby allowing the cultivation of 
other crops. As a matter of fact, the palm tree is actually beneficial 
to other crops planted with it. It shelters other plants, protecting 
them from the biting cold and the scorching sun, It also serves as a 
barrier against the wind. 


The date has a high food value, and it protects the body from diseases. 
it is also used in making date preserves which resemble the better known 
kinds. 


Spoiled dates can be used to produce pure alcohol which is used in many 
industries and has many other uses. Furthermore, a higher percentage 

of sugar can be extracted from dates than from sugar cane. Technological 
progress has made it possible to use the pits, by extracting 8.5 percent 
oll of excellent quality, better than cottonseed oil. The remainder 

of the pit is used to make concentrated fodder. 


Even the leaves of the palm tree can be used to make rayon, a synthetic 
silk. 


The date consists of two parts: the fruit and the pit. 


fhe pit consists of several important substances, particularly oils and 
proteins, which are ready to be used in making animal fodder and other 
products. 


rhe truit is the part that is eaten. It consists of several food 
substances: oils; fiber; minerals, such as calcium and phosphorus; 
sugars--glucose, fructose and sucrose; and amino acids. Recent scientific 
experiments have proven that the bedouins’ meal consisting of dates and 
milk provides the body with all its nutritional requirements and calories, 
in addition, Laboratory experiments have proven that microorganisms do 

not infest dates. 











Revolutionary forces throughout the jamahiriyah must take up the task 

of guiding consumption in order to put it on the right track, This 
involves making the citizens aware through field trips and holding 
sensible workshops. The jamahiriyah's revolutionary information media-- 
which are run by the people--carry the largest share of this revolutionary 
task. While some information outlets make long radio broadcasts and 
use newspaper space, we find that many of the economic study groups that 
should be concerned with consumer guidance pay absolutely no attention 
to it, and accordingly, avoid the subject. Among the conferences on 
consumer guidance was one held at the Women's Social Service Institute 
in Tripoli at which assurances were given thet consumer guidance would 
continue for a week, However, the represen*°*' .: of the jamahiriyah 
liaison committee never showed up. 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


BRIEFS 


U.S. BANK, LOAN DEAL--Four Kuwaiti businessmen have borrowed from Bahrain's 
offshore banks to complete a takeover of a US bank. The amount borrowed 
was $20 million and was used to take over the Arizona Bank. The amount 
borrowed represents half the amount required for the takeover. The loan 
issue is managed by the Bahrain Arab-African Bank (AL BAAB) with the par- 
ticipation of BAII, the Arab-European Bank and OBU. In another develop- 
ment the Balrrain Arab-African Bank will provide the Sharjah Group with a 
$10 million loan to finance a real estate deal. The Bank of Bahrain and 
Kuwait, the Bank of Oman, the Bahrain Investments Company and the Bank of 
Greece will participate in the loan issue. [Text] [Beirut THE ARAB WORLD 
WEEKLY in English 9 Aug 80 p 10] 


CONSTRUCTION BOOM--The construction market in the Gulf region in 1980 is 
estimated at $35.7 pillion with the international contractors capturing 
most of the business. Inspite of the expected decline during the coming 
five years, this particular market is still of great interest to world 
construction firms, particularly the Japanese and Koreans. According to 
the latest reports, some 600 construction companies have established 
business in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The size of the Saudi market is esti- 
mated at $24.1 billion. But this market might witness a decline and reach 
the amount of 15.1 billion dollars by 1985. French companies are taking 
lion's share in Iraq, particularly after construction of the Baghdad Inter- 
national Airport which will be expanded during the coming years. Kuwait 
also has a housing boom. An official source in the Municipality said 39 
million square meters of land were allotted for housing projects through 
the country. [Text] [Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 23 Aug 80 

p 8) 
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SUDAN 


CANADIAN WHEAT FLOUR GRANT AGREEMENT SIGNED 
Khartoum SUDAN NEW) AGENCY DAILY BULLETIN in English 17 Aug 80 pp 1,2 


[Text) Khartoum, Aug. 17, (SUNA)--The Government of Canada has granted 
Sudan 3000 tone of wheat flour. An agreement to this effect was signed 
here yesterday morning between the two countries. 


Cooperation, Commerce and Supply Minister Farouk El Magboul, who signed 
for Sudan, said the agreement was part of the government's policy to 
create abundance in wheat flovr and to overcome shortages caused by power 
failure at flour mills. 


He said plane have been worked out to import additional quantities of 
flour and that contracts were signed with the US for this purpose. 


The vessel /Mosel/, loaded with 16,000 tons of wheat flour is expected 
at Port Sudan late Aug... he said adding that the entire lot will be 
delivered by the end of October. 


Magboul further confirmed that quantities of flour ordered by his Minis- 
try, added to the quantities produced by the local mills, will satisfy 
local demand. 


He attributed bread shortage during the Lesser Bairam holiday to power 
cuts and ineufficient labour during the holiday. 


The Sudanese-Canadian agreement is part of the economic and technical co- 
operation agreement signed between the two countries on 16.9.1979. 


The Canadian Ambassador to Khartoum resident in Cai.o, signed for his 
government yesterday. 


C50: 4820 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


OLL, PETROCHEMICALS IMPORTS--Khartoum, Aug. 8, (SUNA)--Within the frame- 
work of the Energy and Mining Ministry's six-month programme, the Public 
Corporation for Petroleum will import 550,000 metric tonnes [as published) 
of erude oil plus 149,550 tonnes of petrochemicals: 20,000 tonnes of ben- 
zine, 126,000 tonnes of gasoline and 3,000 tonne of Kerosene (jet fuel). 
[Text | [Khartoum SUDAN NEWS AGENCY DAILY BULLETIN in English 8 Aug 80 

p 3) 


CZECHOSLOVAK COOPERATLON--Khartoum, Aug. 11, (SUNA)--Finance Under-secre- 
tary Dr. Abdel Wahab Osman and the accompanying delegation returned here 
yesterday from Prague after conducting talks with Czechoslovak officials 
on economic and technical cooperation between the two countries. The two 
sides reached an agreement according to which Czechoslovakia will extend 

a $30 million loan to the Sudan which will be utilized in accordance with 
the country's financial reform and economic stabilization programme. The 
delegation comprised Sudan's Ambassador to Pargue [as published) Rasheed 
Abu Shama, National Planning Assistant Under-Secretary Hassan Saeed Sulei- 
man, Director of Eastern Europe Department at the Foreign Ministry Tag El 
Sir Mohamed Abbas and two representatives from the Ministry of Cooperation 
and the Attorney General Chamber. [Text] [Khartoum SUDAN NEWS AGENCY 
DAILY BULLETIN in English 11 Aug 80 p 1) 


ASBESTOS MINING--Khartoum, Aug. 16, (SUNA)--Prospection for asbestos in 

the Engessana and Gala En-Nahal areas will be completed next year. The 
project that will start production in 1982, is expected to give an output 
of 100,000 tonnes. It is to be recalled that an agreement to this effect 
was concluded in 1976 between the Sudan Government, the Gulf International, 
and the Canadian Company Jhones-Mansfield. The Sudan Government finances 
the prospection operations, while the other partners provide the necessary 
production equipment. [Text] [Khartoum SUDAN NEWS AGENCY DAILY BULLETIN 
in English 16 Aug 80 p 1] 


FR ROSETRES POWER GENERATION--Damazin, Aug. 19, (SUNA)--Power generation 
at Er Roseires dam is currently between 17-30 Megawatts in contrast to 
120 megawatts during normal conditions. Divers have been called up by 





irrigation Minister El Rayah Avwcl Salam to overhaul turbines’ openings 
and determine the causes behind the decline in power generation. The 
Minister and other ofticials concerned are holding continuous meetings 
and making tleld tours of the dam and the power station in order to find 
solutions to the situation and step up the generation of electric power, 
Meanwhile, efforts to clear channels leading to the turbines are being 
expending sturdily all day. [as published] [Text] [Khartoum SUDAN NEWS 
AGENCY DAILY BULLETIN in English 19 Aug 80 p 5] 
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